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USGBC Announces Recipients of 2009 Leadership Awards 
Awards recognize industry’s green building leaders 

PHOENIX (Nov. 13, 2009) – The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) has named the recipients of its 
2009 Leadership Awards, recognizing organizations and individuals who signify vision, leadership and 
commitment to the evolution of green building design and construction. The awards were presented 
during the Closing Plenary on Friday, Nov. 13, during the 2009 Greenbuild International Conference & 
Expo held in Phoenix, Ariz. The 2009 awards recognize leadership achievement in the private, public and 
non-governmental organization (NGO) sectors.  
 
“This year’s recipients are accelerating the green building industry through innovative ideas in tandem 
with strong leadership,” said Rick Fedrizzi, President, CEO & Founding Chair, USGBC. “It is their passion, 
expertise and their tremendous contributions that allow us to move closer toward fulfilling our collective 
mission of transforming the built environment.” 
 
This year’s Leadership in the Private Sector award went to Allan Skodowski, LEED AP, of Transwestern, 
and to Jones Lang LaSalle.  As Senior Vice President and Director of LEED & Sustainability for 
Transwestern, Allan Skodowski directs the firm’s LEED efforts across the country and oversees their 
corporate sustainability program. Under his leadership, Transwestern has overseen the greening of more 
than 250 million square feet of commercial space nationally, and has been involved in integrating LEED 
into Transwestern’s entire portfolio through its participation in the volume certification program using 
LEED for Existing Buildings: Operations & Maintenance. 

With management of more than 1.3 billion square feet of construction space and billions of dollars in 
annual construction management volume, Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL) has harnessed its size and scope to 
establish sustainability as smart business.  The firm has instituted green building practices throughout its 
operations, instituting a preference for LEED-certified buildings for any new offices and a minimum of 
LEED Silver certification for interior build outs.  JLL has been a leader in promoting green buildings and 
reports $95 million in energy savings and nearly 440,000 fewer metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions 
throughout its building portfolio.  In June 2009, JLL announced that it had employed 540 LEED Accredited 
Professionals (LEED APs). 

In the Leadership in the Public Sector category, the Construction and Engineering Research Laboratory 
for the U.S. Army received the award for its commitment to LEED certification in the facility acquisition 
process, with far-reaching impacts on the multi-billion-dollar annual Military Construction (MILCON) 
program both in the United States and oversees. Beginning in 2008, the team instituted a policy that 
requires all new MILCON projects to achieve LEED Silver certification and that all design teams are 
required to include at least one LEED AP. The Army team was able to carry out a major change of culture 
in a long-standing facility acquisition process, committing to improving its infrastructure for current and 
future generations. 

Second Nature, the Association for Advancement in Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) and Eco-
America were honored with the Leadership in the Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Sector for their 
work on the American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC). ACUPCC 
provides a framework and support for America’s colleges and universities to implement comprehensive 



 

 

plans in pursuit of climate neutrality. The ACUPCC originated from planning sessions among these 
organizations at the AASHE conference in October 2006 at Arizona State University. As of today, 662 
presidents and chancellors representing the spectrum of higher education had become signatories of the 
ACUPCC. 

### 

U.S. Green Building Council 

The Washington, D.C.-based U.S. Green Building Council is committed to a prosperous and sustainable 
future for our nation through cost-efficient and energy-saving green buildings. 

With a community comprising 78 local affiliates, more than 20,000 member companies and organizations, 
and more than 131,000 LEED Accredited Professionals, USGBC is the driving force of an industry that is 
projected to contribute $554 billion to the U.S. gross domestic product from 2009-2013. USGBC leads an 
unlikely diverse constituency of builders and environmentalists, corporations and nonprofit organizations, 
elected officials and concerned citizens, and teachers and students. 

Buildings in the United States are responsible for 39% of CO2 emissions, 40% of energy consumption, 
13% water consumption and 15% of GDP per year, making green building a source of significant 
economic and environmental opportunity. Greater building efficiency can meet 85% of future U.S. 
demand for energy, and a national commitment to green building has the potential to generate 2.5 million 
American jobs. 

About Greenbuild 
The U.S. Green Building Council’s Greenbuild International Conference & Expo convenes the industry’s 
largest gathering of representatives from all sectors of the green building movement.  Three days of 
extensive educational programming, workshops, a vast exhibition floor and ample networking events 
provide unrivaled opportunities to learn about the latest technological innovations, explore new products, 
and exchange ideas with other professionals. Greenbuild is the three time recipient of IMEX Green 
Meetings Award.  Greenbuild 2009 featured more than 1,800 exhibit booths and more than 20,000 
attendees.  Visit www.greenbuildexpo.org for more information.  To view past years, go to 
www.greenbuild365.org and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghqw9WqZ_i4. 

 

 

 

 


