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Now Open for Public Comment: LEED for Neighborhood Development 
 
BOSTON – (November 18, 2008) – The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) announced the 
opening of the first public comment period for its LEED for Neighborhood Development rating 
system. The program is the first national certification system for green neighborhood design 
and development.  
 
LEED for Neighborhood Development is a collaboration between the USGBC, the Congress for 
the New Urbanism (CNU), and the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) and integrates 
the principles of smart growth, new urbanism, and green building.  USGBC began pilot testing 
LEED for Neighborhood Development in early 2007, and accepted nearly 240 pilot projects into 
the program, representing 39 states and 6 countries. The rating system will evaluate projects 
on criteria related to smart location and linkage to the community at large; neighborhood 
pattern and design; and green construction and technology.  
 
“The development of LEED for Neighborhood Development speaks to the breadth of what 
‘green building’ means,” said Sophie Lambert, Director of LEED for Neighborhood 
Development, U.S. Green Building Council.  “What was once a rating system solely designed 
for commercial construction, LEED is now evolving beyond single buildings to address 
development at the neighborhood scale.” 
 
Public comment for LEED for Neighborhood Development opened on November 17 and will run 
until January 5, 2009.  To view the LEED for Neighborhood Development draft and submit 
comments online, please visit: 
http://www.usgbc.org/LEED/LEEDDrafts/RatingSystemVersions.aspx?CMSPageID=1458  

 
### 

About USGBC  
The U.S. Green Building Council is a nonprofit membership organization whose vision is a 
sustainable built environment within a generation. Its membership includes corporations, 
builders, universities, government agencies, and other nonprofit organizations. Since USGBC’s 
founding in 1993, the Council has grown to more than 17,500 member companies and 
organizations, a comprehensive family of LEED® green building certification systems, an 
expansive educational offering, the industry’s popular Greenbuild International Conference and 
Expo (www.greenbuildexpo.org), and a network of 79 local chapters, affiliates, and organizing 
groups.  For more information, visit www.usgbc.org.  
 
About LEED® 
The LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) green building certification 
system is a feature-oriented certification program that awards buildings points for satisfying 
specified green building criteria.  The six major environmental categories of review include:  
Sustainable Sites, Water Efficiency, Energy and Atmosphere, Materials and Resources, Indoor 
Environmental Quality and Innovation and Design.  Certified, Silver, Gold, and Platinum levels 
of LEED green building certification are awarded based on the total number of points earned 
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within each LEED category.  LEED can be applied to all building types including new 
construction, commercial interiors, core & shell developments, existing buildings, homes, 
neighborhood developments, schools and retail facilities.  LEED for Healthcare is currently 
under development and is expected to be released in early 2008.   
Incentives for LEED are available at the state and local level and LEED has also been adopted 
nationwide by federal agencies, state and local governments, and interested private 
companies.  For more information, visit www.usgbc.org/LEED.     
 
 


