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LEED for Retail Now Open for Public Comment

BOSTON — (November 19, 2008) — The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) announced the
opening of the public comment period for its LEED for Retail rating system, both for New
Construction and Commercial Interiors projects. LEED for Retail recognizes the unique nature
of the retail environment and offers a certification system that addresses the various types of
retail spaces available, from grocery stores to big box retailers, to restaurants and banks.
Since the pilot’s launch in April 2007, USGBC has collaborated with over 80 retail pilot project
teams to develop and refine the innovative program. Once balloted, LEED for Retail will
become a part of LEED 2009, the next evolution of the LEED green building certification
system.

“Retailers have become strong adopters of LEED, recognizing the need to green their space in
order to convey their corporate values to their customer,” said Doug Gatlin, Vice President,
Market Development, U.S. Green Building Council. “The LEED for Retail rating system is
designed specifically for retailers’ unique needs and features technologies and strategies they
can use to create spaces that are healthier and safer for customers and employees.”

The LEED green building rating system, developed by USGBC, was originally created as a way
to define green building for new commercial construction and has since expanded to include
ratings for existing building operations and maintenance, commercial interiors, core & shell
developments and also schools and single family homes. As the nationally accepted
benchmark for the design, construction and operation of high performance green buildings,
LEED gives building owners and operators the tools they need to have an immediate and
measurable impact on their buildings’ performance.

This is the third public comment for LEED for Retail: New Construction and Major Renovation
and the second for LEED for Retail: Commercial Interiors. Public comment for LEED for Retail
opened on November 12 and will conclude November 27. To view the LEED for Retail draft and
submit comments online, please visit:
http://www.usgbc.org/L EED/L EEDDrafts/RatingSystemVersions.aspx?CMSPagelD=1458
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About USGBC

The U.S. Green Building Council is a nonprofit membership organization whose vision is a
sustainable built environment within a generation. Its membership includes corporations,
builders, universities, government agencies, and other nonprofit organizations. Since USGBC's
founding in 1993, the Council has grown to more than 17,500 member companies and
organizations, a comprehensive family of LEED® green building certification systems, an
expansive educational offering, the industry’s popular Greenbuild International Conference and
Expo (www.greenbuildexpo.org), and a network of 79 local chapters, affiliates, and organizing
groups. For more information, visit www.usgbc.org.




About LEED®

The LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) green building certification
system is a feature-oriented certification program that awards buildings points for satisfying
specified green building criteria. The six major environmental categories of review include:
Sustainable Sites, Water Efficiency, Energy and Atmosphere, Materials and Resources, Indoor
Environmental Quality and Innovation and Design. Certified, Silver, Gold, and Platinum levels
of LEED green building certification are awarded based on the total number of points earned
within each LEED category. LEED can be applied to all building types including new
construction, commercial interiors, core & shell developments, existing buildings, homes,
neighborhood developments, schools and retail facilities. LEED for Healthcare is currently
under development and is expected to be released in early 2008.

Incentives for LEED are available at the state and local level and LEED has also been adopted
nationwide by federal agencies, state and local governments, and interested private
companies. For more information, visit www.usgbc.org/LEED.
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