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USGBC and GGHC Working Together to Green the Healthcare Industry 
Organizations collaborate to provide tools and resources for healthcare buildings 

 
December 4, 2007 (Washington, DC) - The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) and the 
Green Guide for Health Care (GGHC) have entered into an agreement to help green the 
healthcare industry by fostering best practices and ensuring the health care industry has the 
tools and resources it needs to build green.  Green hospital buildings are healthier for the 
patients, doctors and nurses; use less energy and water; and have less of an impact on the 
environment.   
 
“The healthcare industry is by far one of the more important sectors that can benefit from the 
practice of green building design and construction,” said Rick Fedrizzi, President, CEO & 
Founding Chair, U.S. Green Building Council.  “Patients in green hospitals have greater 
emotional well-being, require less pain medication and other drugs, and have shorter hospital 
stays.”   
 
Following four years of close collaboration, USGBC and GGHC signed the memorandum of 
understanding in September 2007 agreeing to work together on the development of tools, 
educational programs, and other activities to support green health care building.  USGBC and 
GGHC will jointly develop health care-related resource materials, education and training 
events; identify a prioritized research agenda; and continue to collaborate on developing future 
health care-related green building tools.  USGBC will administer the LEED for Healthcare 
certification process and the GGHC will continue to act as a change agent and tool developer 
dedicated to empowering the health delivery industry to take a leadership position in the world 
of green building and operation.  As such, the Green Guide will continue to develop the next 
generation of the GGHC tools. 
 
“Green hospitals seek to reduce use of and exposure to toxic chemicals and provide a healthier 
healing environment,” said Adele Houghton, Project Manager, Green Guide for Health Care.  
“By employing green practices, whether incrementally or from the ground up, many hospitals 
are managing to lower energy bills, reduce waste and achieve healthier indoor air quality.”   
 
Numerous studies have shown dramatic increases in the health, happiness, and productivity of 
people who live and work in green buildings, and hospitals are no exception.  Nurses, doctors, 
and other staff work long hours in a high-stress environment, and providing them with a safe 
and comfortable work place is vital both to their health and to the health of their patients. 
Improvements in the working environment increase staff effectiveness and satisfaction and 
greatly reduce errors, greatly contributing to the quality of patient care.  
 

### 
 
About USGBC 
USGBC is a nonprofit organization working to transform the way buildings and communities are 
designed, built and operated. USGBC envisions an environmentally responsible, healthy and 
prosperous built environment that improves the quality of life. Founded in 1993, the council now 
comprises more than 12,500 member organizations representing every sector of the building 
industry and a network of more than 72 local chapters, affiliates and organizing groups. 
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USGBC offers a broad portfolio of LEED green building programs and services; professional 
education workshops; and the Greenbuild International Conference and Expo. For more 
information, visit www.usgbc.org. 
 
About GGHC  
The Green Guide for Health Care is the health care sector’s first quantifiable sustainable design 
toolkit integrating enhanced environmental and health principles and practices into the 
planning, design, construction, operations and maintenance of their facilities. This Green Guide 
provides the health care sector with a voluntary, self-certifying metric toolkit of best practices 
that designers, owners, and operators can use to guide and evaluate their progress towards 
high performance healing environments.  The Green Guide is a joint project of the Center for 
Maximum Potential Building Systems and Health Care Without Harm.  Visit: www.gghc.org.  


