Environmental site assessment
SSp2 | Possible point

Intent
To ens ure that the s ite is as s es s ed for environmental contamination and if
contaminated, that the environmental contamination has been remediated to protect
children’s health.
Ens ure that the s ite is as s es s ed for environmental contamination and if contaminated,
that the environmental contamination has been remediated to protect children’s health.
To protect the health of vulnerable populations by ens uring that the s ite is as s es s ed
for environmental contamination and that any environmental contamination has been
remediated.
To ens ure that the s ite is as s es s ed for environmental contamination and if
contaminated, that the environmental contamination has been remediated to protect
children’s health.
To as s es s s ite conditions before des ign to evaluate s us tainable options and inform
related decis ions about s ite des ign.

Requirements
Conduct a Phas e I Environmental Site As s es s ment (as des cribed in ASTM E1527-05) to
determine whether environmental contamination exis ts at the s ite. If contamination is
s us pected conduct a Phas e II Environmental Site As s es s ment (as des cribed in ASTM
E1903-97, 2002). Projects outs ide the U.S. may us e a local equivalent to ASTM E152705 Phas e I Environmental Site As s es s ment and ASTM E 1903-97 Phas e II Environmental
Site As s es s ment.
Schools s ites that are contaminated by pas t us e as a landfill are ineligible for LEED
certification. If a s ite is otherwis e contaminated, it mus t be remediated to meet local,
s tate, or federal EPA region res idential (unres tricted) s tandards , whichever is mos t
s tringent. Documentation from the authority (s uch as EPA’s “Ready for Reus e”
document)mus t be provided to prove that s afe levels of contamination have been
achieved. Becaus e the remediation proces s leads to s ignificant environmental benefit,
1 point in SS Credit 3: Brownfield Redevelopment can be achieved for s ucces s ful
documented remediation of the s ite.
Conduct a Phas e I Environmental Site As s es s ment (as des cribed in ASTM E1527-05) to
determine if environmental contamination exis ts at the s ite. If contamination is
s us pected conduct a Phas e II Environmental Site As s es s ment (as des cribed in ASTM
E1903-97 (2002)).
AND
Sites that are contaminated due to the pas t exis tence of a landfill on the s ite are
prohibited. If the s ite is otherwis e contaminated, then it mus t be remediated to meet
local, s tate, or federal EPA region res idential (unres tricted) s tandards whichever is
mos t s tringent. Documentation from the authority mus t be provided (s uch as EPA’s
“Ready for Reus e” document) to prove “s afe” levels of contamination have been
achieved. As the remediation proces s leads to s ignificant environmental benefit, one
point (in SS credit 3) will be given for s ucces s ful documented remediation of the s ite.
Conduct a Phas e I Environmental Site As s es s ment as des cribed in ASTM E1527–05 (or
a local equivalent) to determine whether environmental contamination exis ts at the s ite.
If contamination is s us pected, conduct a Phas e II Environmental Site As s es s ment as
des cribed in ASTM E1903–11 (or a local equivalent).
If a s ite is contaminated, remediate the s ite to meet local, s tate, or national
environmental protection agency region res idential (unres tricted) s tandards , whichever
are mos t s tringent.

Conduct a Phas e I Environmental Site As s es s ment (as des cribed in ASTM E1527-05) to
determine if environmental contamination exis ts at the s ite. If contamination is
s us pected, conduct a Phas e II Environmental Site As s es s ment (as des cribed in ASTM
E1903-97, 2002). Projects outs ide the U.S. may us e a local equivalent to ASTM E1527‐
05 Phas e I Environmental Site As s es s ment and ASTM E 1903‐97 Phas e II Environmental
Site As s es s ment.
A ND

Sites that are contaminated due to the pas t exis tence of a landfill on the s ite are
prohibited. If the s ite is otherwis e contaminated, then it mus t be remediated to meet
local, s tate or federal EPA region res idential (unres tricted) s tandards , whichever is the
mos t s tringent. Documentation from the authority mus t be provided, s uch as EPA’s
Ready for Reus e document, to prove “s afe” levels of contamination have been
achieved. As the remediation proces s leads to s ignificant environmental benefit, one
point (in SS Credit 3, Brownfield Redevelopment) will be given for s ucces s ful
documented remediation of the s ite.
Complete and document a s ite s urvey or as s es s ment1 that includes the following
information:
Topography. Contour mapping, unique topographic features, slope stability risks.
Hydrology. Flood haz ard areas, delineated wetlands, lakes, streams, shorelines, rainwater c ollec tion
and reuse opportunities, TR-55 initial water storage c apac ity of the site (or loc al equivalent for
projec ts outside the U.S .).
Climate. S olar exposure, heat island effec t potential, seasonal sun angles, prevailing winds, monthly
prec ipitation and temperature ranges.
Vegetation. Primary vegetation types, greenfield area, signific ant tree mapping, threatened or
endangered spec ies, unique habitat, invasive plant spec ies.
S oils. Natural Resourc es Conservation S ervic e soils delineation, U.S . Department of Agric ulture
prime farmland, healthy soils, previous development, disturbed soils (loc al equivalent standards may
be used for projec ts outside the U.S .).
Human use. Views, adjac ent transportation infrastruc ture, adjac ent properties, c onstruc tion
materials with existing rec yc le or reuse potential.
Human health effec ts. Proximity of vulnerable populations, adjac ent physic al ac tivity opportunities,
proximity to major sourc es of air pollution.

The s urvey or as s es s ment s hould demons trate the relations hips between the s ite
features and topics lis ted above and how thes e features influenced the project des ign;
give the reas ons for not addres s ing any of thos e topics .
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Components adapted from the S ustainable S ites Initiative: Guidelines and Performanc e Benc hmarks
2009, Prerequisite 2.1: S ite Assessment.

