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LEED, or Leaders hip in Energy & Environmental Des ign, is a globally recognized
s ymbol of excellence in green building.
LEED certification ens ures electricity cos t s avings , lower carbon emis s ions and
healthier environments for the places we live, work, learn, play and wors hip.
LEED’s global s us tainability agenda is des igned to achieve high performance in
key areas of human and environmental health, acting on the triple bottom line putting people, planet and profit firs t.
LEED credits are awarded by third-party technical reviewers ; are applicable to all
building types throughout a building’s lifecycle; and are developed through
s everal rounds of public comments and in collaboration with the U.S. Green
Building Council’s (USGBC) board, broader members hip and s taff.

What is LEED certification?
LEED projects earn points by adhering to prerequisites and credits across nine measurements
for building excellence from integrative process to indoor environmental quality.
Prerequisites are required elements, or green-building strategies that must be inc luded in any
LEED c ertified projec t. Credits are optional elements, or strategies that projec ts pursue to
gain points toward LEED c ertific ation.
Credits are developed through several rounds of public comments and in collaboration with
the USGBC board, broader membership and staff. As market readiness inc reases and new
tec hnologies bec ome widely available, c redits adapt to improve the value and environmental
integrity of building projec ts.
Based on the number of credits achieved, a project earns one of four LEED rating levels:
LEED Certified, LEED Silver, LEED Gold or LEED Platinum. The LEED rating systems work for all
buildings at all phases of development and are meant to c hallenge projec t teams and inspire
outside-the-box solutions.
The Green Business Certific ation Inc ., or GBCI, provides third-party tec hnic ians the training
and expertise nec essary to review and verify building quality and integrity.
LEED is driving international green building prac tic es with nearly 75,000 projects
participating in LEED across 155 countries and territories worldwide and 1.85 million square
feet of construction space certifying everyday. US GBC estimates that nearly five million
people experienc e a LEED building on a daily basis.

The benefits of LEED are clear
LEED c ertific ation guarantees that new and existing green buildings ac hieve high
performanc e in key areas of human and environmental health.
LEED buildings consistently set the market rate for commercial real estate in highly
c ompetitive markets, demonstrating that sustainability now rates as a key fac tor in market
valuations of real estate portfolios.
LEED projects save energy and resources and are responsible for diverting over 80 million
tons of waste from landfills. Compared to the average c ommerc ial building in the General
S ervic es Administration’s portfolio, LEED Gold buildings c onsume a quarter less energy and
generate 34 perc ent lower greenhouse gas emissions.
By letting in c lean air and ac c ess to daylight, LEED creates healthy spaces that increase
recruitment, retention and productivity rates amongst employees.
LEED buildings attract tenants with LEED building lease-up rates ranging from average to 20
perc ent above average.
And between 2008 and 2012, firms increased green building from 17 percent to 30 percent
with the primary purpose of ac hieving lower operating c osts.
LEED buildings can be compared across the globe — a LEED c ertified building in India is the
same level and high quality struc ture as a LEED c ertified building in the U.S ., in China or
anywhere else.

A rec ent ec onomic impac t study, 2015 Green Building Ec onomic Impac t S tudy, released by
US GBC and prepared by Booz Allen Hamilton found that by 2018, the total impact of green
construction will reach more than 3.3 million U.S. jobs and $190.3 billion in labor earnings,
with LEED projec ts responsible for c ontributing to 1.1 million green c onstruc tion jobs.

LEED is flexible
LEED provides building owners and operators with a framework for identifying and
implementing prac tic al and measurable green building strategies for all building types from
c ommerc ial buildings to entire neighborhood c ommunities.
There are five primary LEED Rating Systems: LEED Building Design and Construc tion (BD+C);
LEED for Interior Design and Construc tion (ID+C); LEED for Building Operations and
Maintenanc e (O+M), LEED for Neighborhood Development (LEED ND) and LEED for Homes.
Eac h of the five primary LEED rating systems are broken down into subsec tions based on the
type of building projec t.

LEED v4
The LEED green building rating system has gone through several evolutions since it was
originally introduced in 2000. With its initial launc h, LEED opened a new c hapter in building
design, c onstruc tion, management and operation that led to the advent of new energy
effic ienc y and environmental sustainability tec hnologies and gave rise to a full blown industry
dedic ated to supporting green buildings.
LEED was developed with a philosophy that recognizes buildings function more like living,
breathing organisms. Modern buildings are a c ollec tion of systems working together in order
to help the building perform. Just as is the c ase with the human body, if any of these systems
are not working well together, the building as a whole suffers. LEED v4 represents the most
innovative approac h to integrating these systems in order to ensure optimal standards in
human health and environmental sustainability.
LEED v4 is the newest version of the world's premier benchmark for high-performance green
buildings. With c ontiguous improvement as an integral part of its DNA, LEED is a market driven
green building rating system. LEED v4 has ushered in substantial c hanges to make LEED more
ac c essible to a wider range of building and spac e types so they c an ac hieve higher levels of
environmental sustainability, while also making more flexible for projec ts outside of the
United S tates to adopt LEED and ac hieve LEED c ertific ation. Changes inc lude:
A focus on materials that goes beyond how muc h is used to get to a better understanding
of what is in the materials, and the effec t these c omponents have on human health and the
environment.
A more performance-based approach to indoor environmental quality to ensure improved
oc c upant c omfort.
Brings the benefits of smart-grid thinking to the forefront with a c redit that rewards
projec ts for partic ipating in demand response programs
Provides a clearer picture of water efficiency by evaluating total building water use
US GBC Artic les c an be ac c essed in the US GBC app for iOS or Android on your iPhone, iPad or
Android devic e.

