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23,000 leaders of the "regeneration" captivated by Friedman, Roberts , Fedrizzi,
Farmer and others at the Air Canada Centre
(TORONTO) Oct. 6, 2011 – The U.S. Green Building Council's (USGBC) Greenbuild
International Conference & Expo kicked off in Toronto yes terday with 23,000
delegates from around the world s howcas ing the lates t in green building
products , technologies and innovations . Beginning with an opening plenary
celebration event at the Air Canada Centre on Wednes day evening, 2011 marks
Greenbuild's 10th year. Greenbuild is the world's larges t green building
conference & expo.
"This is the firs t time Greenbuild has been held outs ide of the U.S. and Toronto
is a fitting place to celebrate 10 years of Greenbuild," s aid Rick Fedrizzi,
Pres ident, CEO & Founding Chair, USGBC. "Las t night's opening event featuring
renowned leaders like Thomas Friedman, Dr. Paul Farmer, Cokie Roberts and
others was a s pectacular look into the future and what's next for green building."
Fedrizzi kicked off the event, welcoming the crowd to Greenbuild. Pulitzer Prizewinner Thomas Friedman talked about the neces s ity of a green revolution: "We're
not having a green revolution (right now); we're having a green party. In
revolutions , people get hurt – companies are forced to change or they die." He
added, "Our revolution will be here when the word green dis appears ."
Friedman als o s poke about and the importance of price s ignals and long term
fixed cons umer demand. He talked about "loops " that are s haping the future,
including how the ris ing food prices lead to political ins tability which leads to oil
cris es , and s o on. He s poke of a broader inters ection of climate change,
population growth and globalization, taking a page from his book, Hot, Flat and
Crowded 2.0. Friedman identified 1979 as a year when we began down our path
of cons umption, pollution and climate change, and pointed to the 2008 economic
cris is as the wakeup call when both the market and Mother Nature cras hed.
Ending with a call to action, Friedman s aid, "The challenge we have today is that
we mus t become the regeneration."
When Friedman told the crowd that they were "too dumb to quit," he was met with
enthus ias tic applaus e and agreement.
Fedrizzi returned to the s tage as the event turned to USGBC's Res iliency Agenda,
"The green building movement will jumps tart a fragile and s truggling economy,"
s aid Fedrizzi. "Res ilience in Haiti is about rebuilding and education – harnes s ing a
culture's s pirit."
ABC News political commentator Cokie Roberts moderated a panel featuring
medical anthropologis t Dr. Paul Farmer, former Canadian Prime Minis ter Kim
Campbell and Friedman on the topic of res ilience. Farmer reflected on his work in
Haiti before the 2010 earthquake and the rapidly mobilized global res pons e in the
time following the dis as ter. "The earthquake forced us to recons ider how we
build infras tructure, and that's a good thing," s aid Farmer.
Campbell prais ed attendees ' work toward a greener built environment, noting,
"This group unders tands that we have a challenge. Ins tead of being in denial
about climate change, [they're] looking for s olutions ."
USGBC als o introduced Project Haiti, its initiative in partners hip with HOK to build
a LEED Platinum orphanage in Port-au-Prince. "If we can build a LEED Platinum
building here in the poores t country in the wes tern hemis phere, we can build one
anywhere," s aid Roger Limoges , chief of s taff, USGBC.
Fedrizzi ended his remarks with a look to the year 2037, envis ioning the day when
the USGBC clos es its doors , having accomplis hed its s eemingly unachievable
mis s ion. Imagining what USGBC would announce when that day comes , Fedrizzi
s aid s imply, "we changed the world."
Chart-topping rock band Maroon 5 clos ed out the evening on a celebratory note
with an energetic performance featuring hits like "Moves Like Jagger," and
"Mis ery."
A long-time champion for the environment, Maroon 5 went carbon neutral for its
2007 tour, performed at the Live Earth Inaugural Ball in 2009 and was honored at
the 2006 Environmental Media Awards . The band has als o taken the s tage in
s upport of Haiti, launching the Haiti: Aid Still Required campaign movement earlier
this year, and played at "A Night to Benefit Haiti" in Los Angeles .
About U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
The U.S. Green Building Council is committed to a pros perous and s us tainable
future for our nation through cos t-efficient and energy-s aving green buildings .
With a community compris ing 79 local affiliates , nearly 16,000 member

organizations , and more than 168,000 LEED Profes s ional Credential holders ,
USGBC is the driving force of an indus try that is projected to contribute $554
billion to the U.S. GDP from 2009-2013. USGBC leads an unlikely divers e
cons tituency of builders and environmentalis ts , corporations and nonprofit
organizations , elected officials and concerned citizens , and teachers and
s tudents . For more information, vis it us gbc.org and connect on Twitter, Facebook
and LinkedIn.
About Greenbuild
The U.S. Green Building Council's (USGBC) Greenbuild International Conference &
Expo convenes the indus try's larges t gathering of repres entatives from all
s ectors of the green building movement. Three days of extens ive educational
programming, works hops , a vas t exhibition floor and ample networking events
provide unrivaled opportunities to learn about the lates t technological
innovations , explore new products , and exchange ideas with other profes s ionals .
Greenbuild is the three time recipient of IMEX Green Meetings Award. Vis it
greenbuildexpo.org for more information.
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