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USGBC joins countries celebrating green building & communities
Was hington, DC – (September 20, 2011) – Countries around the world are kicking
off World Green Building Week, and the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is
doing its part by helping move the green economy debate forward, locally and
globally, through its participation in a s eries of events this fall. As a whole, the
events s upport USGBC's efforts to make green cities and buildings pillars of
s us tainable economic development in all regions of the world.
"In communities around the world, green building is offering real, meas urable
res ults in humanity's efforts to reduce our global carbon footprint and promote
environmental, economic and s ocial pros perity," s aid Scot Hors t, Senior Vice
Pres ident of LEED, USGBC. "In an increas ingly connected world, we need to work
together to embrace the challenge of developing a s ys tem that unites us in a
global community, while recognizing our local realities ."
This October, USGBC will hos t its Greenbuild International Conference & Expo in
Toronto. Attendance at the event, taking place Oct. 4-7, is expected to hit 25,000
people and will feature keynote s peakers Thomas Friedman, Dr. Paul Farmer,
Cokie Roberts and New York City Mayor Bloomberg, as well as nearly 1,000 of the
world's mos t innovative green building companies . Greenbuild als o features
hundreds of educational s es s ions , a mas ter s peaker's s eries , local green
building tours and an opening plenary celebration featuring a performance by the
chart topping band, Maroon 5.
While in Toronto, USGBC, the United Nations Environment Programme's Regional
Office for North America (UNEP RONA) and the World Bus ines s Council for
Sus tainable Development (WBCSD) will announce a new initiative that will highlight
the important role buildings and cities play in ens uring s us tainable economic
development, entitled the Road to Rio+20. This initiative will engage private
s ector leaders , civil s ociety and local government officials in highlighting
examples of the green economy in action, with a focus on energy efficiency in
buildings and s us tainable cities . Road to Rio events will take place in locations
acros s North America throughout the coming year.
Als o at Greenbuild, USGBC will hold the International Summit with s es s ions
addres s ing climate change, infras tructure, regionally informed des ign and
ecological natural res ources .
Jus t this week, USGBC was recognized at the Clinton Global Initiative Conference
(CGI) as a Commitment Maker for its work underway in Haiti through Project Haiti.
With its project partners HOK, Adaptive Building Solutions , and Haiti's Foundation
Enfant Jes us , USGBC is currently engaged in a fullfledged capital campaign to
s upport the cons truction of a LEED-certified orphanage and children's center.
Once built, the project will s erve as both a powerful s ymbol of hope for the future
and a model of s us tainable building practices upon which to rebuild their nation.
About U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
The U.S. Green Building Council is committed to a pros perous and s us tainable
future for our nation through cos t-efficient and energy-s aving green buildings .
With a community compris ing 79 local affiliates , nearly 16,000 member
organizations , and more than 168,000 LEED Profes s ional Credential holders ,
USGBC is the driving force of an indus try that is projected to contribute $554
billion to the U.S. GDP from 2009-2013. USGBC leads an unlikely divers e
cons tituency of builders and environmentalis ts , corporations and nonprofit
organizations , elected officials and concerned citizens , and teachers and
s tudents . For more information, vis it us gbc.org and connect on Twitter, Facebook
and LinkedIn.
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