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Empire State Building Company, Jones Lang LaSalle and U.S. Green Building
Council announce miles tone achievement for World's Mos t Famous Office Building
NEW YORK CITY, September 13, 2011—The Empire State Building has been
awarded LEED® Gold for Exis ting Buildings certification as further recognition
from the $550 million Empire State ReBuilding program. The Empire State
Building is the talles t and mos t well known building in the U.S. to receive LEED
certification.
The 2.85 million-s quare-foot building is celebrating its 80th annivers ary while
nearing completion of its renewal and repurpos ing to meet the needs of 21s t
Century bus ines s es . It is one of a s mall number of National His toric Landmarks
to earn the des ignation, which was es tablis hed by the U.S. Green Building
Council (USGBC) and verified by the Green Building Certification Ins titute (GBCI).
The announcement was made jointly by Anthony Malkin, Empire State Building
Company; Dana Robbins Schneider, vice pres ident of Jones Lang LaSalle,
program manager of the energy retrofit, LEED feas ibility as s es s ment and
application proces s ; and Rick Fedrizzi, pres ident, CEO and founding chair of
USGBC.
The LEED Gold certification follows the ground-breaking creation and
implementation of a new replicable, trans parent, quantifiable proces s for
economically jus tified energy efficient retrofits in the exis ting built environment
created a team of the Clinton Climate Initiative, Johns on Controls , Jones Lang
LaSalle and the Rocky Mountain Ins titute. The game-changing analytical model is
non-proprietary and open-s ource and is being replicated at other properties
around the world. There is a new focus by government and the real es tate
indus try on inves tment and return in energy efficiency retrofits driven from the
well-documented s ucces s of the Empire State Building.
The retrofit conducted by Johns on Controls and Jones Lang LaSalle is guaranteed
to reduce the building's energy cons umption by more than 38 percent and s hould
s ave $4.4 million in energy cos ts annually, repres enting an approximate threeyear payback of the cos t of implementation. The building gained ENERGY STAR
certification in 2010 and has maintained ENERGY STAR certification in 2011. For
more on the analytical model, vis it www.es bs us tainability.com.
The improvements als o reduce carbon emis s ions by an es timated 105,000
metric tons over 15 years . In January 2011, Malkin agreed to buy carbon offs ets
totalling 55 million kilowatt hours per year of renewable energy, making the
Empire State Building carbon-neutral.
"When it was built, the Empire State Building ins tantly became an icon of its era.
Now, due to this remarkable inves tment in energy efficiency, the Empire State
Building will be an icon of the 21s t century as well, leading our current era in the
retrofitting and upgrading of exis ting buildings to meet modern energy
conditions ," s aid David Bragdon, Director of the Mayor's Office of Long-Term
Planning & Sus tainability.
"LEED Gold certification is another win for us following our ground-breaking
energy efficiency retrofit work. It is my hope that all future LEED certifications for
exis ting building projects will require demons trable, quantifiable improvements in
energy efficiency, delivering economic returns for building owners , tenants , and
the communities in which they are located," Malkin s aid. "I thank Dana Schneider,
our Empire State Building team, and the profes s ionals at the U.S. Green Building
Council for their hard work in this huge undertaking. I hope USGBC will be
incorporating documented energy efficiency improvements into LEED 2012, which
is now in public comment."
"LEED certification is one of the top criteria for many tenants today, and it
reinforces the s trong bus ines s cas e we have made for a cos t-effective energy
retrofit that lowers tenant occupancy cos ts ," Schneider s aid. "We have continued
our work with building owners hip with LEED-level new tenant ins tallations and
tenant-bas ed energy efficiency programs , which are now being documented in a
new program with the Center for Market Innovation of the Natural Res ources
Defens e Council, funded by a grant from the Goldman Sachs Foundation."
"By earning LEED Gold, the Empire State Building has s ent a powerful mes s age
that green buildings don't have to be new – even the mos t iconic, his toric
buildings , as grand in s cale as in reputation, can be among the mos t highperforming, energy-efficient, green buildings ," Fedrizzi s aid. "The leaders hip
exhibited by Tony Malkin, and everyone involved in this project is monumental and
s hould be applauded."

The USGBC will als o recognize Malkin with its 2011 Leaders hip Award, bes towed
on "organizations and individuals who s ignify vis ion, leaders hip and commitment
to the evolution of green building des ign and cons truction." Malkin is recognized
for this pres tigious award bas ed on his commitment and guidance to the team
throughout the retrofit proces s , his promotion of the replicable model and his
s trong advocacy of energy efficiency before Congres s , with U.S. mayors and
other government and bus ines s leaders .
The energy retrofit and other actions leading to LEED certification als o helped
New York's economy by creating jobs for 250 people, Schneider noted.
The Empire State Building owners hip directed that s us tainable practices be at the
center of new operations and upgrades as part of the Empire State ReBuilding
program. Low environmental impact operations procedures were put in place
immediately following the trans ition of the day-to-day operations of the building
from Helms ley-Spear to Malkin Holdings , s upervis or of building owner Empire
State Building Company. After the energy efficiency retrofit program was
developed and its implementation was underway, Jones Lang LaSalle led a
s eparate s tudy of the feas ibility of LEED certification. This feas ibility s tudy
s howed that LEED Gold certification was within reach at an incremental cos t of
about $0.25 per s quare foot.
Beyond energy efficiency, activities at the Empire State Building which helped
achieve LEED Gold certification include:
Installation of ultra low-flow fixtures in the building's restrooms
Use of green c leaning supplies and pest c ontrol produc ts
Rec yc ling of tenant waste and c onstruc tion debris
Use of rec yc led paper produc ts
Use of rec yc led c ontent c arpets, low off-gassing wall c overings, paints, and adhesives
A program of tenant engagement, inc luding submetering, a newly c reated Tenant Energy
Management S ystem, and mandatory green requirements in lease agreements.

In addition to the Empire State Building receiving LEED Gold certification, the
USGBC has notified Empire State Building Company and Jones Lang LaSalle that a
3,500-s quare-foot pre-built s pace on the 42nd floor has been certified Platinum
under the LEED for Commercial Interiors rating s ys tem. Jones Lang LaSalle built
out the s pace in accordance with the building's interior des ign guidelines in order
to demons trate the cos t and energy s avings to tenants and pros pects . The
northward-facing s pace with views to the eas t and wes t is a key s top on leas ing
tours of the building, and is als o available for leas e to a tenant with immediate
move-in needs .
About Empire State Building
Soaring 1,454 feet (from bas e to antenna) above Midtown Manhattan, the Empire
State Building is the "World's Mos t Famous Office Building." With new inves tments
in infras tructure, public areas and amenities , the Empire State Building has
attracted firs t-rate tenants in a divers e array of indus tries from around the world.
The s kys craper's robus t broadcas ting technology s upports all major televis ion
and FM radio s tations in the New York metropolitan market. The Empire State
Building was named America's favorite building in a poll conducted by the
American Ins titute of Architects . The Empire State Building Obs ervatory is one of
the world's mos t beloved attractions and is the region's #1 touris t des tination.
For more information on the Empire State Building, pleas e vis it www.es bnyc.com,
www.facebook.com/EmpireStateBuilding, or @ESBObs ervatory.
About Jones Lang LaSalle
Jones Lang LaSalle (NYSE:JLL) is a financial and profes s ional s ervices firm
s pecializing in real es tate. The firm offers integrated s ervices delivered by expert
teams worldwide to clients s eeking increas ed value by owning, occupying or
inves ting in real es tate. With 2010 global revenue of more than $2.9 billion, Jones
Lang LaSalle s erves clients in 70 countries from more than 1,000 locations
worldwide, including 200 corporate offices . The firm is an indus try leader in
property and corporate facility management s ervices , with a portfolio of
approximately 1.8 billion s quare feet worldwide. LaSalle Inves tment Management,
the company's inves tment management bus ines s , is one of the world's larges t
and mos t divers e in real es tate with $45.3 billion of as s ets under management.
For further information, pleas e vis it our webs ite, www.jones langlas alle.com.
About U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
The U.S. Green Building Council is committed to a pros perous and s us tainable
future for our nation through cos t-efficient and energy-s aving green buildings .
With a community compris ing 79 local affiliates , nearly 16,000 member
organizations , and more than 167,000 LEED Profes s ional Credential holders ,
USGBC is the driving force of an indus try that is projected to contribute $554
billion to the U.S. GDP from 2009-2013. USGBC leads an unlikely divers e
cons tituency of builders and environmentalis ts , corporations and nonprofit
organizations , elected officials and concerned citizens , and teachers and
s tudents . For more information, vis it us gbc.org and connect on Twitter, Facebook
and LinkedIn.
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