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Report Highlights Key Mes s ages to Leaders at Rio+20 Conference
Was hington, D.C. (June 5, 2012) – Today, the U.S. Green Building Council
(USGBC), the United Nations Environment Programme's Regional Office for North
America (UNEP RONA) and the World Bus ines s Council for Sus tainable
Development (WBCSD) releas ed a new report titled "Advancing the
Trans formation to a Green Economy through Green Buildings and Res ource
Efficient Cities : Key Mes s ages from North America." The releas e of the report
was followed by a panel dis cus s ion addres s ing the critical role that cities play in
driving the trans ition to a green economy and the potential opportunities that the
Rio+20 Conference offers to propel this work forward.
"Stakeholders acros s the country have s poken and have confirmed the unique
role that green buildings are playing and s hould continue to play to advance the
green economy," s aid Roger Platt, s enior vice pres ident of global policy and law
at USGBC. "Our call in Rio is to amplify this mes s age to ramp up inves tments
and addres s barriers to realizing the hundreds of billions of dollars of global
s avings ."
The report is a s ynthes is of s takeholder pers pectives from five major North
American cities vis ited on USGBC's The Road to Rio+20 engagement event
s eries . It highlights five key mes s ages heard from the events , and outlines clear
action items for Rio+20 including improving awarenes s , education and training on
s us tainability is s ues and empowering local action and innovation in development
policies . Other key takeaways were a need for increas ing financial res ources and
removing barriers to long-term inves tments , encouraging common metrics ,
methodologies and tools , and promoting s takeholder collaboration and publicprivate initiatives .
"With more than half of the world's population now living in urban areas , cities
are the changing force of the 21s t century. Decis ions made today will have
cons equences at the local, national and global levels for decades to come.
Leaders gathered at Rio+20 have a chance to provide cities with the s upport they
need to be able to move us along a path to a more s us tainable future," s aid Amy
Fraenkel, director of UNEP's Regional Office for North America.
The report was introduced by the three Road to Rio+20 partners to key
s takeholders , including Dr. Kerri-Ann Jones , as s is tant s ecretary of s tate for
oceans and international environmental and s cientific affairs at U.S. Department
of State. Other s peakers included Chris tophe Tulou, director, Dis trict of Columbia
Department of the Environment; Dr. Lilia Abron, pres ident and CEO, PEER
Cons ultants , P.C.; Jordan Doria, manager of s takeholder engagement, Ingers oll
Rand; Richenda Van Leeuwen, s enior director of the energy and climate, United
Nations Foundation/Sus tainable Energy for All; and Jes s ica McGlyn, director of
WBCSD US.
"This report highlights s ome excellent innovations and collaboration acros s the
U.S. in creating more s us tainable cities , s omething WBCSD's corporate members
are working toward through the Urban Infras tructure Initiative," s aid Jes s ica
McGlyn, director of WBCSD US. "We're als o pleas ed to s ee that many of the policy
ideas coming out of the Road to Rio dis cus s ions track with our policy
recommendations in the newly releas ed 'Changing Pace' report."
About the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is committed to a pros perous and
s us tainable future through cos t-efficient and energy-s aving green buildings .
USGBC works toward its mis s ion of market trans formation through its LEED
green building certification program, robus t educational offerings , a nationwide
network of chapters and affiliates , the annual Greenbuild International
Conference & Expo, and advocacy in s upport of public policy that encourages and
enables green buildings and communities . For more information, vis it us gbc.org
and connect on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn.
About UNEP's Regional Office for North America
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading authority on
the environment within the United Nations s ys tem. RONA's mis s ion is to build
s upport in the region for UNEP's work, to promote effective res pons es to

international environmental challenges and to fos ter cooperation on
environmental is s ues between North America and the broader international
community. To achieve this mis s ion, RONA's s trategy is promote collaboration
between UNEP and all s ectors of North American s ociety, including U.S. and
Canadian governmental ins titutions , the private s ector, non-governmental
organizations and other civil s ociety groups .
About WBCSD
The World Bus ines s Council for Sus tainable Development is a CEO-led
organization of forward-thinking companies that galvanizes the global bus ines s
community to create a s us tainable future for bus ines s , s ociety and the
environment. Together with its members , the council applies its res pected
thought leaders hip and effective advocacy to generate cons tructive s olutions and
take s hared action. Leveraging its s trong relations hips with s takeholders as the
leading advocate for bus ines s , the council helps drive debate and policy change
in favor of s us tainable development s olutions .
The WBCSD provides a forum for its 200 member companies - who repres ent all
bus ines s s ectors , all continents and acombined revenue of more than $7 trillion to s hare bes t practices on s us tainable development is s ues and to develop
innovative tools that change the s tatus quo. The Council als o benefits from a
network of 60 national and regional bus ines s councils and partner organizations ,
a majority of which are bas ed in developing countries .
About Road to Rio Series
In June of 2012, nations and civil s ociety from around the world will gather in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil for the United Nations Conference on Sus tainable Development
(Rio+20). In an effort to rais e awarenes s about Rio+20 and engage North
American s takeholders in the proces s , USGBC, UNEP RONA and WBCSD organized
cons ultations in five major metropolitan areas in the U.S. and Canada.
Dis cus s ions at the events centered on the challenges thes e regions face in
promoting green buildings and advancing s us tainable urban policies , and ways of
overcoming them through policy reforms and voluntary partners hips .
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