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Urban Green Council's EBie Awards recognize excellence in existing buildings. Photo credit: Urban Green Council

Urban Green Council, the New York City chapter of
USGBC, held the firs t-ever EBie Awards on June 28th at
the Hard Rock Café Theater. Though this marks the firs t
public s howcas e for the EBies , the project reflects
concepts and ideas that have been dis cus s ed for years
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by NYC leaders in s us tainability. The bas ic idea is this :
We need to recognize and encourage the people who are
making amazing improvements to exis ting buildings (hence “EB”ies ). Las t month,
a total of 10 projects from around the country received awards acros s eight
categories .
Sixty-s even entries were s ubmitted; the jurors narrowed the lis t down to a s elect
18 finalis ts , and then chos e the winners . Winning the All-Rounder was Glen
Neville, a Director of Deuts che Bank, with a team from Jones Lang LaSalle for the
Deuts che Bank Americas Headquarters at 60 Wall Street. Maintenance,
operational, and capital improvements to the property increas ed its energy and
water efficiency as it moves towards a goal of carbon neutrality by 2013. Included
in the s pectacular outcome of this $8 million project is the creation of a 123KW
flat panel s olar array – the larges t rooftop array in New York City.
Forty percent energy s avings over the pas t three years earned Jes s e Dillard of
the Dallas Mus eum of Art the Reformed Gas Guzzler Award thanks to lighting,
HVAC and water heater retrofits . The Reformed Drinker Award went to Steve
Allwine of the Johns on Braund office building in Seattle for reducing water
cons umption by 95%. The range of building types that received other innovative
awards include a commercial office s pace, a mixed-us e indus trial complex and
office building, an elementary s chool, a condominium complex and a rental
apartment building.
Beyond ins talling s us tainable technologies , s ome finalis ts and winners als o
encouraged behavioral changes for their projects . Recognized achievements on
that front include the launch of a carpool program, information-s haring about
green living and mes s aging to tenants about the us e of energy-efficient light
bulbs and other home improvements .
All of the winners clearly des erved their walk down the green carpet. And
congratulations to Urban Green Council for recognizing their critical work in s uch
pres tigious fas hion!
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Associate, Marketing & Communications
U.S . Green Building Counc il

8

US GBC Artic les c an be ac c essed in the US GBC app for iOS or Android on your iPhone, iPad or
Android devic e.
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