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The U.S. Green Building Council-Illinois Chapter held a reception this pas t week in
Springfield, Ill. to mark the releas e of a comprehens ive report identifying
opportunities to green all s chools in Illinois . The report was the res ult of more
than two years of collaboration between the USGBC-Illinois Chapter, civic and
corporate partners , and was commis s ioned as a res ult of the October 2009
adoption of Hous e Joint Res olution 45 by the Illinois General As s embly.
Introduced by State Repres entative Karen May (who has s ince become Chair of
the National Advis ory Council of the 50 for 50 Green Schools Caucus Initiative See my previous blog entry to read about how other s tate legis lators are
advancing green s chools ), HJR 45 was adopted to purs ue a s tatewide campaign
to trans form exis ting Illinois public s chools and meet the goal of every s tudent
attending a green s chool within a generation.
To achieve this goal, HJR 45 created the HJR 45 LEED Tas k Force, with the
following res pons ibilities : 1) Advis e USGBC-Illinois on a pilot program to as s is t
three unders erved Illinois s chools in achieving LEED for Exis ting Buildings :
Operations and Maintenance certification, 2) as s es s how this pilot program can
influence broader policies on greening exis ting s chools in Illinois , and 3) author a
report on the s tate of s us tainability in Illinois s chools that includes
recommendations for programs and financial mechanis ms that can fos ter
s us tainability on a larger s cale in s chools acros s the s tate.
The reception was held in conjunction with a USGBC-Illinois Chapter event in
which green building advocates from the Chapter participated in two days of
s es s ions at the s tate Capitol. During this time they met with approximately 50
Illinois Lawmakers or their aides and provided the report to help guide future
activity. After the reception Doug Widener, Executive Director of the USGBC–Illinois
Chapter, met with Repres entative May and a s elect group of s tate lawmakers
about plans to accelerate the work of the already active Illinois Working Group on
Green Schools .
"We're s o proud of the collaboration that took place in order to make this report a
reality," Doug reported after the reception. "I'm confident Illinois s tudents will
benefit from our work, and our hope is that thes e findings can be replicated in
other s tates ."
Click here for more information and to view the report.
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