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The Center for Green Schools operates within a non-profit called the U.S. Green
Building Council (USGBC). While the Center has a mis s ion that is focus ed on
s chools and the s tudents who attend them, USGBC’s broader mis s ion is to
create green buildings and communities for all, believing that everyone is entitled
to live, breathe, learn and work in a healthy, s us tainable environment.
USGBC’s Pres ident and CEO, Rick Fedrizzi, is the hus band of a teacher and the
father of two children. His belief that youth throughout the world are the mos t
important people affected by our mis s ion was the ins piration for the creation of
the Center for Green Schools and als o why, in the aftermath of the 2010
earthquake in Haiti, he made a commitment to the Haitian people to build a LEED
Platinum orphanage in Port au Prince.
Now, two years after the devas tation, the orphanage and children’s center that
we call “Project Haiti” is well underway. Partners s uch as HOK (our pro-bono
des ign partner) and Fondation Enfant Jes us (a local non-profit) are helping us to
build a world-clas s orphanage that will s how the precious occupants they are
valued, s afe, cared for and des erving – jus t like other children throughout the
world. When completed, the orphanage will be home to dozens of orphans ,
s erving their immediate health and emotional needs , and offering a pathway to
adoption.
When I s peak to people about the benefits of green living and learning
environments , I often talk about rais ing a generation of “s us tainability natives ” –
citizens who are fluent in the language of green and intuitively make choices to
us e what they need, not what they can. In many ways , the people of Haiti are true
s us tainability natives , living on untamed earth and was ting nothing.
Our hope for Project Haiti is that we can demons trate that rebuilding in the wake
of natural dis as ters can be environmentally and financially s us tainable, while
remaining s ens itive to local culture and community values .
Project Haiti is about creating a res ilient, replicable model of rebirth for a country
that needs it mos t. As we make our way into a new year, I encourage you to
make an impact toward this meaningful caus e. Talk to your children about what
happened in Haiti and learn more about how you can help. Becaus e at the end of
the day, creating a healthy, s afe environment for our children is the mos t
important work we can do. Vis it us gbc.org/haiti for more information.
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