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The pas s ing of former USGBC board member and vis ionary green building leader
Malcolm Lewis is a painful reminder that while we pas s through this earth in a
blink of time, we can choos e to leave a las ting legacy. Alex Wils on at
BuildingGreen captures Malcolm with the warmth and ins ight we always look to
Alex for and with his permis s ion, we s hare his thoughts with you. - Rick Fedrizzi,
Pres ident, CEO & Founding Chair, USGBC
Our friend and mentor, Malcolm Lewis , has pas s ed away. Malcolm Lewis will be
s orely mis s ed.
Malcolm Lewis , Ph.D., the founder of Cons tructive Technologies Group, a member
of the EBN Advis ory Board, and long a quiet leader in the green building
movement, died on October 13th of bladder cancer.
I firs t got to know Malcolm when I s erved on the U.S. Green Building Council
board of directors and obs erved his ability to craft cons ens us and find
agreement on often-heated is s ues . He was the s oft-s poken trouble-s hooter on
whom the board came to rely to get us out of trouble.
Along with s erving on the USGBC’s board, Malcolm chaired the Council’s
Technical and Scientific Advis ory Committee (TSAC), which was charged with
defus ing tens e is s ues , s uch as whether LEED s hould include a credit for avoiding
PVC and how to factor in both ozone-depletion potential and global warming
potential of refrigerants .
He took on thes e tas ks with a s kill and s ens itivity that I don’t think I’ve ever s een
before. And I s aw that work up clos e, s ince he tapped my colleague Nadav Malin
for the PVC Tas k Force. Malcolm s hepherding that proces s through contentious
meetings —always with tact and res pect for the views of others . (How much our
politicians would have been able to learn from him!)
Malcolm grew Cons tructive Technologies Group into a firm of 30 engineers and
other technical s taff in two divis ions , CTG Energetics and CTG Forens ics . CTG
Energetics handled LEED certifications for over 150 buildings —including many of
the earlies t. Under his leaders hip, CTG Energetics helped USGBC develop a
s cientific framework for dis tributing points among credits in LEED, created a LEED
Volume certification program for the U.S. General Services Adminis tration,
developed a carbon accounting tool for California communities , and wrote the
Reference Guide for ASHRAE Standard 189.1, among many other
accomplis hments . In December, 2011 he s old the company to The Cadmus
Group, not long before being diagnos ed with cancer.
My one chance to work directly with Malcolm on a project was in 2002 when we
were part of a team that helped Stonyfield Yogurt come up with a s trategy to
reduce its carbon emis s ions . A handful of us s pent an engaging two days
crawling through the Stonyfield plant in New Hamps hire identifying opportunities
for s avings —and there were many. It was a privilege to s ee Malcolm’s brilliant
engineering s kills tackle this challenge after s eeing him in action on the more
abs tract is s ues of toxicity, ozone depletion, and group dynamics .
Malcolm will be s orely mis s ed by all who knew and worked with him, and als o by
thos e who didn’t know him but nonetheles s benefited from his often-anonymous
efforts . Fortunately, we s till have the fruits of his labors as the foundation on
which we can continue to build a greener world.

Alex Wilson
Integral Contrac ting INc .
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Annie Argento

1 year 49 weeks ago

Associate Principal, Gaia Development

I first met Malc olm in 2007 in a board room at a projec t kic k-off meeting. Newish
to the industry and not c oming from a tec hnic al bac kground, I was so fortunate
to have had the opportunity to c ollaborate with and more importantly learn from
Malc olm so early in my c areer. Malc olm was a natural teac her -- his ability to
explain a c omplex mec hanic al system to a room of people with varying levels of
expertise and with divergent projec t interests and goals was inspirational.
Outside of these projec t planning sessions, I always enjoyed seeing Malc olm at
the CTG booth at Greenbuild, passing out party tic kets and hugs. The tallest guy
in the room, he was not hard to spot at that party tearing a rug on the danc e
floor and c elebrating the green building movement he was so dedic ated to. A
real super-star! My thoughts are with his family and all his c olleagues at
CTG/Cadmus and US GBC.
Annie

Heather Rosenberg

1 year 51 weeks ago

Principal, The Cadmus Group

It is very hard to imagine or ac c ept a world without Malc olm Lewis. I am
overwhelmed with gratitude for the time I did have with him, for the person that
he was, and for the person he helped me bec ome.
I met Malc olm in 2001, when, as I was c oming out of grad sc hool, he hired me to
work at CTG. I was not an obvious fit for the c ompany--I was not an engineer and
had no direc t experienc e with the building industry. But Malc olm and I
established an immediate rapport. During my first interview we began a dialogue
about the meaning of sustainability, about systems and leverage points and how
to really make a differenc e in the world. We c ontinued that dialogue for over a
dec ade. His faith in me helped me have faith in myself.
For all his brillianc e and degrees and knowledge, Malc olm never spoke down to
me. Never one of those engineers who only really speak "Engineerese," his mind
was always flexible and expansive. He was always asking questions about ec ology
and biology and permac ulture and soc ial justic e, and wanted to explore how
these ideas fit into the larger green building world in order to make the world a
better plac e. He really listened, and he c hallenged me to seek new ideas and
bring them bac k to our group. No one c ould ask for a better mentor. Working at
CTG turned out to be one of the biggest blessings of my life.
Malc olm enabled a team of brilliant, c reative and FUN people who loved a
c hallenge, worked hard, and enjoyed exploring new c onc epts and tec hnologies.
We were looking for solutions that worked, rather than getting attac hed to any
partic ular theory or tec hnology. Malc olm c ould imagine the most c omplex
systems in his head, but he also wanted to be able to get out in the field and kic k
the tires. Customer servic e was important, but never at the expense of
professional integrity. He led by example, demonstrating that humility trumped
arroganc e and c ollaboration trumped hierarc hy, always making sure there was
room at the table for all. He was genuinely c urious about who we were as people,
not just as workers. I never felt that I had to hide parts of my personality or be
someone different at work.
Malc olm was very muc h a father figure to me. His offic e was a welc oming and
safe plac e. If I shared with him the burdens of my heart (be they work related or
personal), he would be the first to have tears in his eyes. He took true pleasure in
my suc c esses, and provided refuge in my trials. I have never met a more
empathic , open hearted or c aring man.
Malc olm was inspired and full of hope. He truly believed that good sc ienc e and
honest, c reative and integrative problem solving c ould lead to a better world,
and time after time he demonstrated how this c ould be the c ase. He was a
tireless c hampion for good work of all kinds, propelled not by glory but by making
a differenc e.
I am heartbroken by the loss of Malc olm--my mentor, my leader and my friend. He
reflec ted to me--and to c ountless others--my greatest potential, and gave me
permission and spac e to find my way. As I sit at my desk now, I imagine him
rooting me on, rooting on all of us who c ontinue the work of green building and
sustainability, the work of world mending.

Daniel Whittet

1 year 50 weeks ago

Sustainability Consultant, AHA Consulting Engineers, Inc.

Your c omments are perfec t Heather, you c aptured exac tly what I felt
about Malc olm as well. His quality of bringing out the best in all of us,
with that inc redible ability to make us feel like we CAN make a differenc e.
This was sad news indeed but I bet Malc olm would tell us to c arry on his
legac y and that's the best tribute we c an make to his work and
generosity. Thanks for saying it so well.

KRISHNAJI PAWAR

1 year 51 weeks ago

CEO/Principal Sustainability Consultant, Arab Engineering Bureau

Dr.Malc olm Lewis was a great person and his enc ouragement towards learning
building c ommissioning and green building design was amaz ing. his death is big
loss to all green building c ommunity. I wish his family peac e in this time.

Ryan Gaylord

1 year 51 weeks ago

Principal, Altura Associates, Inc.

It's fitting that I first met Malc olm in a c lassroom. I was working on finishing my
engineering graduate degree thinking about how little I c ared about fluid
dynamic s; thinking about how the hell I was going to make a differenc e in the
world. That's when Malc olm walked in and starting talking about green buildings.
It was everything I c ould do to c ontain my exc itement - my passion was born. For
six years at CTG, Malc olm c ontinued to be a mentor in various shapes and forms.
I feel luc ky to have worked alongside suc h an inc redible visionary. Along with so
many others, I also feel luc ky to have c aptured that spark that will enable eac h of
us to c ontinue working on the mission - to make the world a better plac e.

Emily Turk

1 year 51 weeks ago

Malc olm was brilliant, c heerful, and inspiring. I will always remember his gentle
enc ouragement and humble manner. He treated everyone with respec t and
dignity, regardless of age. I will never forget the c onfidenc e he gave to both me
and Brendan over a dec ade ago, when we were starting out as the young LEED
Arc hitec t and LEED Engineer, respec tively--bac k when US GBC was just getting
started. Over the five years I was honored to work c losely with and learn from
Malc om and his wonderful team at CTG, I will never forget the wisdom he
grac efully imparted or his smile whic h illuminated the room. He is truly missed.
May his family be c omforted by loving memories. After all, what other kind is
there for Malc olm?

john irvine

1 year 51 weeks ago

I was luc ky enough to have worked for the last 10 years in the offic e next to
Malc olm’s at CTG. He helped make them the happiest years of my life. We’d see
that inc redible smile daily (when he wasn’t on the road spreading the word—
whic h he frequently was). He was so thrilled to be doing the work he did. Often he
would stride into my offic e just beaming--saying exc itedly “Isn’t this great?!” He
was that enthusiastic about daily life and the mission we all shared. Whether at
CTG or at Greenbuild, Malc olm was like a kid in a c andy store.
We all have lost someone so very spec ial and so very dear that words fail us. I’ve
found some c omfort in realiz ing that he c arried away something spec ial from
eac h of us and gave something to eac h of us that will always remain. Love and
Joy.
Malc olm you will c ontinue to inspire us.
-john

Daniele Horton

2 years 7 hours ago

Head of Sustainability, Verdani Partners

I was so sad to hear about Malc olm’s passing. Robert F. Kennedy onc e said that
“Few will have the greatness to bend history itself; but eac h of us c an work to
c hange a small portion of events, and in the total of all those ac ts will be written
the history of this generation.” Malc olm was one of those people that bended
history himself. I met Malc olm in 2007 when David Gottfried rec ommended him to
help us with one of Thomas Properties Group Green Building projec ts. S inc e then
we knew that when we needed help exploring c ogeneration or any more
advanc ed mec hanic al systems that Malc olm was the person we needed on our
team. He was brilliant and one of the most qualified engineers in the c ountry.
Malc olm bec ame a good friend over the years as we met during work meetings
and many events and c onferenc es suc h as Greenbuild. He was c aring, always had
a smile on his fac e and gave me a nic e hug when we saw eac h other. Malc olm
was indeed a great mentor, a friend and one of my heroes in the green building
field. His kindness, work and legac y have impac ted the green building industry
forever. I know that he is in a wonderful plac e right now! I am thankful for all he
has done for a more sustainable built environment. My heart goes out to him and
his family. The world needs more people like Malc olm! He will never be forgotten!

Saulo Rozendo

2 years 1 day ago

Building Codes and Regulations Manager

Malc olm Lewis, thank you for inspiring all our lives in making buildings better, in
transforming our industry to be greener, and for sharing your vision of LEED
buildings with a positive impac t.
I had the privilege to meet you in this past c ouple of years at the Regenerative
Network and to nurture my strategies at the c ompany with your wisdom. One of
the most intellec tual people I ever had a c onversation with.
Hope his family finds in these messages our true sentiment of gratitude and
respec t for a fantastic friend.

Chris Pyke

2 years 1 day ago

Vice President Research, U.S. Green Building Council

The world needs many more people like Malc olm Lewis. With his passing, I’ve lost
a friend and the green building movement has lost a visionary leader.
There are too many important things to say, but it may suffic e to note that
Malc olm inspired those around him to be better, as engineers, as sc ientists, and,
most importantly, as people. He provided a warm sense of optimism and
opportunity -- a feeling that so muc h more is possible in the world and the
c onvic tion that the world c an and should be a better plac e.
I find myself selfishly wishing for one more c onversation, one more c hanc e to be
inspired, one more smile. I take it as a profound c hallenge to live up to the
example Malc olm Lewis set for all of us.
1

of 2

Leave a comment
You mus t be s igned in to leave a comment.
Email

Password

SIGN IN

Don't have an account? Create one

