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Focus is on healthy building materials to promote indoor environmental quality
and human health
San Francis co, Calif. (Nov. 14, 2012) – The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
announced today, on the main s tage at its annual Greenbuild International
Conference and Expo, a $3 million grant from Google that will catalyze the
trans formation of the building materials indus try and accelerate the creation of
healthier indoor environments .
“Healthy, non-toxic building materials are a critical component in green building,”
s aid Rick Fedrizzi, Pres ident, CEO & Founding Chair, U.S. Green Building Council.
“Fos tering awarenes s of the materials we put into our buildings is of paramount
importance, s ince many materials can link to a hos t of environmental and health
is s ues . Working with Google enables us to broaden our efforts in the materials
indus try as we prepare for the next vers ion of the LEED green building program,
LEED v4. This updated rating s ys tem will paint a more complete picture of
materials and products , enabling project teams to make more informed
decis ions .”
"The idea for this project emerged from our own work at Google, where we're
committed to creating the healthies t work environments pos s ible that help
employees perform at their bes t," s aid Anthony Ravitz, Google's Green Team
Lead. "USGBC has a deep background in s pearheading res earch, developing a
rating s ys tem s panning the globe and engaging with the many s takeholders in
the building indus try, making them the perfect partner to help s pur real change
on the healthy materials front."
The grant will focus on three areas that will s pur the creation of healthier indoor
environments and encourage market trans formation in the building materials
indus try: s upporting res earch on building materials and health, developing new
trans parency tools and engaging s takeholders from acros s the indus try.
“Improving the indoor environment, increas ing materials trans parency and
advancing the unders tanding of materials ’ impact on health are critical targets
for the LEED program as it continues to evolve,” s aid Scot Hors t, Senior Vice
Pres ident, LEED, USGBC. “Ultimately, we are looking to create overall benefit for
the environment and for human health.”
The new initiatives will be developed over the next two years .
U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is committed to a pros perous and
s us tainable future through cos t-efficient and energy-s aving green buildings .
USGBC works toward its mis s ion of market trans formation through its LEED
green building program, robus t educational offerings , a nationwide network of
chapters and affiliates , the annual Greenbuild International Conference & Expo,
and advocacy in s upport of public policy that encourages and enables green
buildings and communities . For more information, vis it us gbc.org and connect on
Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn.
LEED
As the mos t widely recognized and widely us ed green building program acros s
the globe, LEED is trans forming buildings , homes and communities in all 50
s tates and 135 countries . LEED guides the des ign, cons truction, operations and

maintenance of nearly 50,000 projects worldwide, compris ing 9.3 billion s quare
feet of commercial and ins titutional cons truction s pace, and nearly 117,000
additional res idential units .
By us ing les s energy, LEED-certified s paces s ave money for families , bus ines s es
and taxpayers ; reduce carbon emis s ions ; and contribute to a healthier
environment for res idents , workers and the larger community. Learn more at
us gbc.org/leed.
About Greenbuild
The U.S. Green Building Council’s Greenbuild International Conference & Expo
convenes the indus try’s larges t gathering of repres entatives from all s ectors of
the green building movement. Three days of extens ive educational programming,
works hops , a vas t exhibition floor and ample networking events provide unrivaled
opportunities to learn about the lates t technological innovations , explore new
products , and exchange ideas with other profes s ionals . Greenbuild is the threetime recipient of IMEX Green Meetings Award and the 2012 s how will be held on
Nov. 14-16, in San Francis co, Calif. Las t year’s conference in Toronto, Ontario,
drew more than 23,000 attendees and featured a s old out exhibit hall floor with
more than 1,700 exhibit booths . For more information, vis it greenbuildexpo.org
and follow us on Twitter @Greenbuild, and Facebook at facebook.com/Greenbuild.
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Congratulations to the US GBC! This is a great step forward to address materials
and systems.
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It was an exc iting news to start out the annual c onferenc e.
Congratulations!

Don't have an account? Create one

Leave a comment
You mus t be s igned in to leave a comment.
Email

Password

SIGN IN

Address
2101 L Street NW
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20037

Within the United States:
1-800-795-1747

Outside the United States:
1-202-742-3792

ABOUT

RESOURCES

ARTICLES

STORE

USGBC
LEED
Rating systems

Guide to LEED Certification
LEED Credit Library
LEED Online

Advocacy and policy
Center for Green Schools
Community

Apps
Education
Exams

Certification
LEED Green Associate
LEED AP
Education
Membership

Discover LEED
Credentials account

Education
Industry

Giving
Merchandise

Education @USGBC
Glossary
Help

International
LEED
Media

Membership
Publications

Jobs
Press

Subscriptions
Resource Library

Contact

© 2012-2015 U.S. Green
Building Council

DIRECTORY

POLICY

PARTNER SITES

Organizations
People

Legal
Terms

Projects

Privacy
Trademark policy
PR Guidelines

Center for Green Schools
GRESB
Green Building Information Gateway
Green Business Certification Inc.
Green Home Guide
Greenbuild International Conference and Expo
Green Apple
PEER

SITES
WELL

