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(Doha, Qatar – Dec. 4, 2012) – In conjunction with the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Eighteenth Conference of Parties
(COP18), the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) and Qatar Green Building
Council (QGBC) hos ted a joint event at Ms heireb Enrichment Centre,highlighting
the growth of green building cons truction throughout the world, with a focus on
Doha and the greater Middle Eas t region.
The event, “Building the Green Economy through Sus tainable Des ign and
Cons truction” featured a guided tour of the Ms heireb Enrichment Centre, an
elegant mus eum exhibit taking gues ts through Qatar’s pas t, pres ent and future.
The tour was followed by remarks by Mes hal Al Shamari, director of QGBC, and
Peter Templeton, s enior vice pres ident of global market development at USGBC.
“With the fifth greates t number of LEED regis tered and certified buildings outs ide
the United States , Doha is a fitting backdrop to dis cus s the booming green
building indus try and economy,” s aid Templeton.
Following the s es s ion, participants viewed a detailed model of Ms heireb
Downtown Doha. The QR20 billion project is implementing an original architectural
language developed by the world’s leading cons ultants , architects and academics
over three years , including experts from top U.S. univers ities , Yale, Harvard,
Princeton and MIT.
Ms heireb Properties ’ flags hip project will be the world’s larges t s us tainable
community once completed and is aiming for LEED certification for all its
buildings .
The combination of the lates t clean technology and traditional building practices ,
s uch as thick s plit walls , s mall windows , s haded walkways and s treets that chart
the cours e of inland breezes , allows Ms heireb Downtown Doha to manage the
local des ert climate more efficiently, achieving a notable reduction in its carbon
footprint compared with an urban development of a s imilar s ize.
On average, buildings within the project will be 32 percent more energy efficient
than conventional city s tructures .
McGraw-Hill Cons truction’s Harvey Berns tein, vice pres ident of indus try ins ights
& alliances , was a featured s peaker at the event, and pres ented new s urvey
findings on world green building trends . McGraw-Hill Cons truction, in partners hip
with United Technologies Corporation, recently is s ued a world green building
report.
“The s tudy indicates a s hift in the global cons truction market, now viewing green
as a bus ines s opportunity rather than a niche market. The findings indicate
s trong growth for green building around the world, and companies mus t be
prepared for the trans ition,” noted Berns tein. “The two larges t opportunity areas
for green building globally are in new commercial cons truction and renovation of
exis ting buildings —with more than half of all res pondents planning projects in
thes e s ectors .”
The timing of the event drew the attention of the international delegates pres ent
in Doha for the UN climate conference. The s us tainability of buildings and urban
centers is crucial to addres s ing climate change mitigation and adaptation. The
anticipated outcomes of the conference, including the new market mechanis ms
for compliance, offer funding opportunities for green building cons truction and
other s us tainable development programs globally.

U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
The U.S. Green Building Council is committed to a pros perous and s us tainable
future through cos t-efficient and energy-s aving green buildings . USGBC works
toward its mis s ion of market trans formation through its LEED green building
certification program, robus t educational offerings , a nationwide network of
chapters and affiliates , the annual Greenbuild International Conference & Expo,
and advocacy in s upport of public policy that encourages and enables green
buildings and communities . For more information, vis it us gbc.org and follow us
on Twitter @USGBC and Facebook.
Qatar Green Building Council (QGBC)
Qatar Green Building Council is a non-profit, members hip-driven organization
providing leaders hip and encouraging collaboration in conducting environmentally
s us tainable practices for green building des ign and development in Qatar. QGBC
als o aims to s upport the overall health and s us tainability of the environment, the
people, and economic s ecurity in Qatar for generations to come. The council, a
member of Qatar Foundation, was formally es tablis hed in 2009 by a decree
s igned by H.H. Sheikha Moza Bint Nas s er and is helping Qatar on its journey to
es tablis h a pos t-hydrocarbon, knowledge economy and progres s ive s ociety.
Through QGBC, Qatar will join a network of 80 different countries that run active
national green building councils under the umbrella of the World Green Building
Council.
QGBC’s members include, repres entatives from government, real es tate
developers , inves tors , facilities managers , cons ultants , cons tructors ,
manufacturers & s uppliers , oil & gas , profes s ional firms , financial s ervices ,
telecom/technology, academia, NGOs & media. QGBC is s etting up operations
from its HQ, organizing awarenes s events , knowledge s eminars , training, forums
and networking s es s ions with the like-minded. To learn more vis it qatargbc.org.
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