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Statement from Rick Fedrizzi, President, CEO & Founding Chair, USGBC,
Response to the Fourth USA Today Article Attacking Green Buildings
Was hington, DC (Dec. 11, 2012) – USA Today has once again written an article
attacking green building, deliberately ignoring information we provided and cherry
picking data that mis leads readers . The s tory is unbalanced and purpos ely
attempts to impugn LEED des pite the fact that it has helped lead quantified bes t
practices in des igning, cons tructing and operating all our buildings , including our
nation’s s chools .
Our kids des erve s chools that enhance their ability to learn by providing more
daylight, better acous tics and cleaner, fres her air. But too many of our s chools
are dark, dingy places filled with airborne toxins and wors e. Our s chools need
improvement and green s chools are the ans wer. Green s chools emphas ize high
indoor air quality, remove toxic materials and products and reduce CO2
emis s ions . Green s chools offer welcoming learning environments that les s en
dis tractions and encourage s tudent participation. On average, green s chools us e
33% les s energy and 32% les s water than conventionally cons tructed s chools ,
s ignificantly reducing utility cos ts . Thes e are facts .
A LEED certification of new cons truction means that every as pect of the building
des ign and the cons truction proces s was better than s tandard practice, better
than minimum code requirements , and third party verified to be real. Building
owners , be they private s ector leaders like Starbucks , Target, Wells Fargo and
PNC Bank or s tate, federal and local governments , find value in LEED certification
becaus e it validates that they got what they paid for through the des ign and
cons truction proces s .
We have repeatedly explained to USA Today that USGBC is a 501c3 non-profit and
we have a s pecific rating s ys tem for the on-going performance of buildings —
LEED for Exis ting Buildings : Operations & Maintenance — that is not mentioned
here or in any of the other articles . This is where and how true performance
happens .
Although LEED is not the only way to improve or green a s chool, LEED is helping
put money back into clas s rooms around the country and can make a tremendous
impact on s tudent health, s chool operational cos ts and the environment. Today,
nearly 3,000 K-12 s chool projects participating in LEED are s aving energy, water
and precious res ources , reducing was te and carbon emis s ions , creating jobs ,
s aving money, driving innovation and providing healthier, more comfortable
s paces for children to learn, play and grow.
U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is committed to a pros perous and
s us tainable future through cos t-efficient and energy-s aving green buildings .
USGBC works toward its mis s ion of market trans formation through its LEED
green building program, robus t educational offerings , a nationwide network of
chapters and affiliates , the annual Greenbuild International Conference & Expo,
and advocacy in s upport of public policy that encourages and enables green
buildings and communities . For more information, vis it us gbc.org and connect on
Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn.
US GBC Artic les c an be ac c essed in the US GBC app for iOS or Android on your iPhone, iPad or
Android devic e.
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President and Co-Founder, Bernheim + Dean, Inc.

In reading the US A Today artic le dated Dec ember 11th 2012 I am struc k by the
lac k of emphasis on human health in the sc hool environment. Firstly let me
emphasiz e that the US GBC, through its programs and LEED Green Building
Rating S ystem, fully support healthy and c omfortable learning environments in
sc hools. It is important to note that c hildren's bodies are developing during their
years in sc hool and therefore they should study in c hemic ally c lean
environments. Chemic al and volatile organic c ompound exposure during their
early years has a strong potential to lead to c hronic health impac ts suc h as
allergies, asthma, and more seriously c anc er.
It is to the US GBC's leadership and c redit that LEED for New Construc tion
rec ogniz es with c redit points the use of low and no-Volatile Organic Compound
(VOC) c ontent and emitting building produc ts, and LEED for Existing Buildings,
Operations and Maintenanc e rec ogniz es with c redit points the use of low and noVolatile Organic Compound (VOC) c ontent and emitting building c leaning agents.
The building produc t manufac turers have responded by providing new and
improved produc ts that meet these requirements at no additional c ost to the
sc hool distric ts. This drives improved indoor environments.

Chuck Saylors

2 years 48 weeks ago

As a S c hool Board member, Past National PTA President, Parent, Grand-Parent
and Construc tion Professional I must share my support for the US GBC's Green
S c hools c ampaign.
The numbers speak for themselves, sc hool buildings that are more
environmentally sec ure, safe, healthy and tec hnologic ally equal provide the tax
payers long term savings while insuring that our c hildren have a quality learning
environment.
I have visited sc hools ac ross this c ountry where loc al offic ials have found
themselves having to teac h c hildren in building where the walls were falling
apart, the heat systems will not work, the windows are not sec ure and we expec t
performanc e to be top drawer? We need sc hool building improvement to take
hold today, not tomorrow, and the US GBC offers quality best prac tic es for the
end result we all want, a quality learning environment.
I enc ourage parents to researc h the information and get involved in the
c onversation.
Chuc k S aylors
Taylors, S C

Brenda Stokes

2 years 48 weeks ago

Bibb County S c hool Distric t in Mac on, GA built two replac ement high sc hools
that opened in 2009. S outhwest HS is LEED Certified and Central HS is expec ted
to also soon rec eive LEED Certified status. Both have about 200,000 sf, were
designed for 1000 students with c ore spac es for 1200 and were master planned
for future expansion. Both were c onstruc ted ac c ording to the LEED for S c hools
Applic ation Guide.
Ac c ording to the energy model for S outhwest HS , the baseline building would
have annual energy c osts of $331,176. The ac tual c osts are $236,565. This is a
28.6% reduc tion in c osts over the same sc hool that is designed simply to meet
c odes.
Ac c ording to the energy model for Central HS the baseline building would have
annual energy c osts of $344,771. The ac tual c osts are $180,516. This is a 47.6%
reduc tion in c osts over the same sc hool that is designed simply to meet c odes.
Custodial c osts have also been reduc ed due to the polished c onc rete floors that
do not require periodic stripping & waxing.
But, as has been pointed out in other c omments above, a high performanc e
sc hool is not limited to reduc ing the energy usage or operational c osts. Let's
look more c losely at S outhwest HS for other indic ators.
98% of the c onstruc tion waste was diverted from the landfill. The former
buildings were dec onstruc ted and all c onc rete, CMU, bric k & pavement remained
on site to be ground & reused in substrate for roads and underlayment for pipes.
Doors, windows, ACT, white boards & other materials & equipment were donated
to c harity and shipped to Haiti to replac e a sc hool demolished by a hurric ane.
These efforts c reated an upfront savings to the distric t of c lose to $1M.
Keep in mind this was a replac ement sc hool with the same students and fac ulty.
Below is a c omparision of the '08-'09 sc hool year in the previous building and '09'10 year in the new building. These numbers c ame straight from the GA Dept of Ed
sc hool report c ard.
Teac her sic k events (full or part day) - reduc ed by 27%
Teac her sic k hours - reduc ed by 21%
% of graduates entering c ollege/tec hnic al - inc reased 10.7%
% of students passing end-of-c ourse tests
Algebra - 12% inc rease
U.S . History 4% inc rease
Physic al S c ienc e 2% inc rease
If we single out just the girls we see a remarkable differenc e.
Algebra - 25% inc rease
U.S . History - 6% inc rease
These are the stats.

Randi Weingarten

2 years 48 weeks ago

President, American Federation of Teachers

The AFT welc omes the opportunity to support the U.S . Green Building Counc il
(US GBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program,
espec ially the LEED for S c hools rating system. S inc e the program’s inc eption in
1993, we have admired US GBC for its vision to develop a c oherent system for
c onstruc tion and major renovation in an inc reasingly c hallenging environment.
Over the years, the AFT has assisted our members, their students and parents as
they address sc hool c onditions that range from being unc omfortable to
threatening their health and well-being. We also have been c onc erned about
wasted energy c osts, and we have pushed for effec tive and effic ient operations
and regular maintenanc e in order to save money and redirec t it to c lassrooms.
Our efforts to improve environmental c onditions in sc hools are not foc used
exc lusively on existing sc hool infrastruc ture; they extend to the uneven and often
poor quality of c onventional sc hool c onstruc tion. We’ve witnessed too many new
sc hools that have been poorly designed and c onstruc ted, and lac ked any thirdparty oversight or c ommissioning.
From our vantage point, the US GBC approac h of third-party c ertific ation offers a
powerful and c oordinated approac h that will help end the poor design and
c onstruc tion prac tic es that c ontinue to plague sc hools today. The system is a
road map for signific antly improved c onditions, inc luding natural daylighting,
environmental quality and good ac oustic s. Teac hers in these buildings tell us
their students are happier and more produc tive.
US GBC is not an insular organiz ation. It c ontinues to refine the LEED system, and
it ac tively seeks input from stakeholders who are not nec essarily builders and
designers. The system is dynamic and responsive to c hanges in building
tec hnology as well as to addressing issues raised by the educ ation c ommunity.
S c hool distric ts do not always adopt genuine operations and maintenanc e plans
to keep new green sc hools truly “green.” This disappoints those of us who would
like to see these buildings be energy effic ient and environmentally sound. We
c annot hold the LEED system responsible for sc hool distric ts and owners that
don’t adhere to good maintenanc e prac tic es onc e they have possession of the
building.
The AFT is heartened that the US GBC is trying to enc ourage better stewardship
of these buildings by sc hool distric ts. This will take some effort, but we know that
the US GBC ac tively will promote a major shift in the way many sc hool distric ts
have maintained their buildings.
We understand that there is some skeptic ism about the US GBC’s LEED system.
S ome believe the system overpromises the benefits of using it—in other words,
that LEED c ertific ation is not a good investment. We would disagree. The US GBC
and other third-party c ertific ation systems suc h as the Collaborative for High
Performanc e S c hools (CHPS ) have made a quantum leap in establishing
standards for sc hool building design and c onstruc tion, muc h like what has been
done to establish ac ademic standards for students.
Randi Weingarten
President
Americ an Federation of Teac hers

Carl Smith

2 years 48 weeks ago

Editor in Chief, Green Technology

Today, we know that we c an build sc hools that don’t waste elec tric ity and water.
We c an build sc hools that eliminate materials with the potential to make
teac hers and students sic k. We c an build sc hools whose lighting and ac oustic s
improve student performanc e. We c an limit the number of resourc es that are
wasted in the c onstruc tion proc ess.
What reason c ould there be to build any other kind of sc hool? We are long past
the point of sustaining the illusion that there is an unlimited amount of natural
c apital “out there,” that our bodies c an sustain unlimited exposure to foreign
c hemic als with no c onsequenc es, or that we don’t need every strategy we c an
find to improve educ ational outc omes.
Unc ertainty about the importanc e of green sc hools has its roots in the same
kinds of c onfusions and misrepresentations that c omplic ate public disc ussions
about all aspec ts of sustainability.
We are living c reatures, and every aspec t of our lives involves relationships and
exc hanges with ec osystems and other life forms. No one would breathe polluted
air or drink c ontaminated water by c hoic e. No one would prefer a world without
healthy oc eans and rivers, flourishing plant and animal life, or an abundanc e of
the natural resourc es that we require for our survival.
Debate and c ontroversy begin only when we realiz e that we have set a dangerous
c ourse that requires us to c hange the way we do things, and that these c hanges
may c ost money.
In the short term, a “green” sc hool might c ost more – but numerous studies have
demonstrated that this is not inevitable. The fac t is, what was “green” a few
years ago is c ommon prac tic e today. This c yc le is c ertain to repeat and intensify,
reduc ing c osts and inc reasing benefits.
S c hools are not just buildings. They represent our hope for the future, our
determination to do right by our most c herished “resourc e.” From this
perspec tive, the biggest reason to build green sc hools is their potential to help
students gain insights and skills that c an help them navigate the very real
c hallenges of expanding population and reduc ed resourc es. Neglec ting to do
this, whatever the justific ation, might be the most unsustainable dec ision of all.
Carl S mith

Editor in Chief
Green Tec hnology

Stephanie Barr

2 years 39 weeks ago

Research Associate, Colorado State University - Fort Collins

The researc h methods in the US A Today artic le appear not only inc omplete, but
biased and misleading. Let us first c onsider simple logic - If instanc es of asthma
in sc hools are reduc ed due to better indoor air quality, it follows that
absenteeism would also be reduc ed. If absenteeism is reduc ed it follows that
ac ademic ac hievement would inc rease. This is very straight forward reasoning
and is the basis for assertions that a green sc hool may have a positive effec t on
student ac hievement. However, we know that verifying this c ause and effec t
relationship in a sc hool environment is very diffic ult. Countless variables
influenc e student ac hievement and to isolate the influenc e of one requires
c ontrolled experiments or hefty sample siz es. The researc h c ommunity is working
on this. But in the meantime, c an we all agree that improving the student
learning environment through better air quality, daylighting, ac oustic s, and nontoxic materials is not only a good thing, but a moral imperative?
Measuring the effic ienc y of sc hool fac ilities is not as straight forward as it might
seem. S imply looking at total c onsumption is an inc omplete analysis. What is the
total square footage? How many c omputers are in the building? Does the sc hool
have c ooking fac ilities and walk-in freez ers? These questions must be c onsidered
in order to make an equitable c omparison of energy effic ienc y. This is why these
are c onsidered in an ENERGY S TAR evaluation. Finally, building management,
maintenanc e, and the energy c onsumption behavior of oc c upants often play an
even greater role in building effic ienc y than design. In the future, let us agree to
use more c omplete evaluations of energy effic ienc y before drawing c onc lusions
or generaliz ing the poor performanc e of one green sc hool to the whole of the
green sc hool building stoc k.

Stu Reeve

2 years 49 weeks ago

Poudre School District

Based on the multitude of highly reliable and proven resourc es available to us,
PS D has been able to build high performing sc hools for the past dec ade or more.
These sc hools are more c omfortable at all times of the year, have less ambient
noise in teac hing areas, have high quality natural lighting, outstanding views
from over 90% of the spac es in the sc hool, and are very energy effic ient. There
are many other outstanding examples of high performing sc hools in CO as well.
As an energy manager, my highest priority is to reduc e the amount of money
spent on utility c osts and devote as many of our limited resourc es toward
educ ating our students. These sc hool make my job muc h easier. PS D has proven
many times now that you don’t have to spend more for high performing sc hools
and they do perform through a proc ess of c ollaboration, integrated design,
energy modeling, c ommissioning, staff and student engagement and awareness,
dedic ated and skilled operations and maintenanc e staff, and annual
ac c ountability through ENERGY S TAR c ertific ation.
Based on the link below to our BOE Energy Conservation Update, please see for
yourself how our sc hools c ompare (old and new):
http://www.psdsc hools.org/webfm_send/66

Thomas Hughes

2 years 49 weeks ago

Principal, SfL+a Architects, PA

I worked with a sc hool S uperintendent many years ago – great c lient, wellrespec ted, on the Governor’s c ounc il, leading sc hool distric t in the state,
etc …..when standardiz ed testing was first being implemented. His statement was
simple: “S tandardiz ed testing is the last desperate gasp of an obsolete system.”
The c ritic al point here is that we are still, 15 years later, using the same testing
standards that are based on outmoded rote regurgitation to assess performanc e
– while pedagogy has moved miles away, embrac ing projec t-based learning,
modality assessment, c ognitive benc hmarking and the more sophistic ated
migration to “soc ial media” as a fundamental learning proc ess through
tec hnology-ric h environments. We design sc hools today with distanc e and on-line
learning c enters, projec t rooms, and integrated tec hnology infrastruc ture to
support educ ational strategies and enhanc e learning. Our student’s today are
“tapping in” to their learning environment on both personal and global levels.
They respond to the learning c onnec tions – our opportunity is to build these
learning c onnec tions through relevant, real-life experienc es delivered in an
appropriate learning environment.
The issue is that it is the tests that are the differential – they’re simply unreliable
as a testament to ac tual student performanc e in today’s educ ational
environment. High performanc e buildings provide quality learning environments
that enhanc e the performanc e and produc tivity of students. Indoor air quality
keeps students in sc hool, not home sic k. Daylighting studies support inc reased
performanc e by as muc h as twenty perc ent. It’s absolute irrelevant to argue
progress or dec line without a reliable basis of true assessment. I would submit
however, that without the advantages of high performanc e buildings, the test
sc ores of today’s students will be even lower as pedagogy c ontinues to move in a
different direc tion. If we simply give up on high performanc e fac ilities providing
the quality learning environments, where will we be then?
We have just c ompleted c onstruc tion on the Roc ky Mount High S c hool in Roc ky
Mount, NC and will be submitting doc umentation shortly for LEED Gold
Certific ation. The new Roc ky Mount High S c hool is a two-story, 248,000 sf fac ility
serving 1,600 students that reflec ts the distric t’s vision of a c ontemporary highperformanc e educ ational fac ility. From the outset, the distric t was very
interested in c reating an energy-effic ient and sustainable fac ility for their new
high sc hool projec t. Illustrating the distric t’s c ommitment, while in the design

phases for the high sc hool projec t, the distric t was awarded the prestigious 2009
ENERGY S TAR Partner of the Year Award. The distric t c ame to S fL+a Arc hitec ts
with a list of c onc epts for the new high sc hool that foc used on what they
understood in energy-effic ient design princ ipals. Many items were c onsistent with
US GBC princ iples from the outset and using LEED for S c hools 2009, the projec t
framework grew into a c omprehensive vision, where the c onc ept for c reating a
high-performing fac ility that will provide long-term energy savings for the distric t
was given c ontext and organiz ation. The LEED for S c hools 2009 c hec klist
struc ture allowed the projec t team to explore and develop a c omprehensive
approac h to the projec t that both addressed and enhanc ed the distric t’s vision
and goals for the projec t. The ultimate result will be a highly sustainable, high
performanc e building that will set the standard in Roc ky Mount and other North
Carolina sc hool distric ts for years to c ome. The projec t is in the final stages of
c ommissioning and is due for submission for LEED Gold c ertific ation. Upon
c ertific ation, the Roc ky Mount High S c hool will be the first LEED Gold high sc hool
in the state of North Carolina.

Lora-Marie Bernard

2 years 49 weeks ago

USGBC - Texas Gulf Coast Chapter

IT’S ALWAYS GOOD TO S EE THE CRITICS IN PUBLIC
We now know what they are thinking and that is always a fantastic strategy.
FOCUS ON LONG TERM WORK, NOT S HORT S IGHTED REACTIONS
Our approac h with our LEED sc hool distric ts and our c ollaborators is to foc us on
our long-term strategies that will build the strength of Texas green sc hools. If
nothing else, this story allowed groups who had never spoken before about green
sc hools to c reate new allianc es to support eac h other. We c ertainly gained some
today here in Texas and Houston!
THE MEAS UREMENT WAS ONLY A S NAPS HOT
The artic le is foc used on a simple measure that fails to ac c ount for how the
building is ac tually used over time. It also only reviews one single year, a
snapshot in the building’s history. The artic le has built its premise off of a broad
brush that c laims one ratio is the ultimate determinant for how a building
operates or improves the learning environment. A more fair way to c onsider the
argument would be review the energy use over a time period and c onsider how
different variables might affec t performanc e, whic h the artic le does not seek to
do. S ome examples are stated below.
For example, is the building used on the weekends? Is it rented to the c ommunity
at night? Are there tec hnologies that were added after the LEED c ertific ation?
Did some outside environmental issues oc c ur, suc h as a flooding, drought or a
heat wave? None of these variables or the others like them was explored. This
story also seems to c laim that LEED is supposed to be immune to variables like
these.
Finally, energy use per student is poor measure of a building’s energy effic ienc y.
Using this standard, a sc hool c ould artific ially raise its energy effic ienc y sc ore
simply by c rowding more c hildren onto the c ampus, thereby lowering the energy
use per students.
LEED IS DES IGNED TO IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE AS DEFINED BY THE COMMUNITY
US ING IT
The issue of whether or not a distric t or c ommunity wants to have inc entives for
energy-effic ienc ies in their sc hool building operations and c onstruc tion
requirements is an individual one that c annot or should not be judged
simplistic ally either. Many fac tors go into whether or not an inc entive for
sustainability is given and how. These fac tors c an inc lude overall quality of life
indic ators or other indic ators that affec t the learning environment. This is why
the LEED c hec klist is c reated to address some c onservation measures and some
environmental ones. Therefore, LEED is more than an energy-effic ienc y
measurement but it is also more than an environmentally-friendly building
standard. It is a holistic , c onsensus-based system that attempts to find a
mainstream applic ation to push the expec tations the industry and c ommunity
has of its built environments. This is the great strength of LEED. The c ommunity
c reated a building system for the c ommunity that the c ommunity c an bear.
HOUS TON/TEXAS GULF COAS T S UPPORTS ALL S US TAINABILITY S YS TEMS IN OUR
S CHOOLS
In Houston, we believe there is a plac e for any and all benc hmarks and systems
that inc rease sustainability in the learning environment. We have LEED sc hools,
CHPS sc hools and even hybrids of both within our c hapter boundaries. We even
have sc hools that are both CHPS and LEED c ertified. We wholeheartedly believe
that the two do not have to c ompete but c an work together to benefit overall
learning.
MOVING FORWARD
We are working on a long-term relationship with HIS D and are organiz ing a
statewide sc hools effort with the other three US GBC c hapters in Texas. S everal
tangible benefits will c ome out of this endeavor. One will be a statewide
c ollec tion of best prac tic es in Texas green sc hools. Building on the idea that all
sustainability systems have a plac e in Texas, this c ollec tion will not only inc lude
a review of LEED sc hools but also other sc hools that have ac hieved other
building ratings. It is our hope that whether or not a sc hool distric t board
c hooses LEED it c hooses sustainability in the manner that works for their
c ommunity and their students.

Brian Dunbar

2 years 48 weeks ago

Executive Director, Institute for the Built Environment, Colorado State University Fort Collins

While a Prius c an get poor gas mileage if not operated c orrec tly, the many gas
guz z lers on our roads will never operate as effic iently as a well operated Prius.
i.e.….a well-built and operated green sc hool will ALWAYS outperform the
thousands of traditional sc hools built throughout the U.S . before the introduc tion

of LEED, CHPS , and green sc hools.
An objec tive journalist would seek to show the true range of green sc hools,
inc luding the many sc hools that are performing better than traditional sc hools,
and the many sc hools that are performing even better than originally modeled.
For instanc e, Kinard Middle S c hool, built in 2006 in Fort Collins, CO to meet the
Poudre S c hool Distric t’s S ustainable Design Guidelines, was Colorado’s most
effic ient sc hool in 2007 when it operated at 28 KBTUs/sq/yr. It c ontinues to
perform even better than the first year of operation, due to tweaking by the
building operators and a c ulture of sustainability throughout the student body.
Fossil Ridge High S c hool was the 3rd public high sc hool in the c ountry to be
LEED c ertified. It was built for $128/sq ft, among the least expensive sc hools built
in 2004. The sc hool has c onsistently operated over 50% more effic ient than the
AS HRAE energy standard in plac e at the time of c onstruc tion. Fossil Ridge is not
an isolated c ase – it happened in a distric t that built 8 sc hools between 20002008, eac h of them green, built within tight budgets, and c ontinuing to operate
well above regional energy averages. When a distric t works in an integrated way
with projec t teams to set high goals and follow sustainable design guidelines
suc h as LEED and aggressively monitors performanc e, the result is ec onomic al,
energy effic ient, healthy, daylit plac es to learn and teac h.
Brian Dunbar LEED Fellow
Exec utive Direc tor, Institute for the Built Environment
Colorado S tate University
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