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Government leaders hip is the catalys t for creating a better built environment. By
embracing LEED-bas ed policies , or es tablis hing energy efficiency goals for public
buildings , governments provide pathways for the private s ector to follow.
2012 s aw a number of public green building laws enacted acros s America. A few
examples include ordinances pas s ed in places ranging from San Louis Obis po
County, Calif., to Arvada, Colo., and all the way to Chatham County, Ga.
Currently, government leaders hip has produced green building legis lation in 442
localities , including 384 cities , 58 counties and acros s 45 s tates .
As the calendar turns to 2013, s tates are already taking the lead. New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo recently is s ued an executive order requiring that all s tate
buildings increas e energy efficiency by 20 percent by 2020. To help make this a
reality, the order als o launched the Build Smart NY initiative, which creates a
framework to us e available building data to prioritize projects , improve the mos t
inefficient buildings firs t, and purs ue operating and maintenance programs to
meet energy us age goals . This effort s ets a clear leaders hip s tandard by New
York’s policymakers to make the needed inves tments to protect future taxpayer
money, create jobs and cons erve natural res ources .
While executives and policymakers in many cities and s tates are demons trating
the courage to lead on this is s ue, USGBC and its network of chapters are
continuing to work to s upport their efforts through USGBC’s Leaders hip with LEED
Campaign. This campaign s erves as a vehicle for dedicated and pas s ionate
USGBC volunteers to provide the res ources and expertis e to empower
lawmakers to advance green building legis lation in their cities and s tates . This
campaign allows our volunteers to make a difference in their communities
through direct engagement with elected leaders and be able to clearly articulate
why governments s hould lead on building green.
In 2013, the USGBC community looks forward to working with all leaders within
local, s tate and federal governments as they purs ue policies that demons trate
leaders hip by example in building green.

Matt Pearce
Campaign Specialist
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