An Above and Beyond Volunteer
Brings a Garden to Life in
Hawaii
Published on 7 Mar 2013

Written by Colin White

Posted in Community

This month, Raymond Higa was recognized as one of USGBC’s Above and Beyond
Volunteers , volunteer leaders whos e contributions have lead to outs tanding
achievements .
When USGBC Hawaii s ought to des ign and plant a new garden at Queen
Kaahumanu Elementary School for the 2012 Green Apple Day of Service, they
called a local lands cape des ign company for help. Ray Higa not only offered his
company’s s ervices , but als o as s is ted in s ourcing the planting materials , pricing
them, and coordinating their delivery. In addition, Ray was able to recruit many of
his co-workers to as s is t in the grubbing and ins tallation of the plants .
According to Chris Parker, Chair of the USGBC Hawaii Green Schools Committee,
“Ray’s hands -on approach from des ign to inception was a wonderful s urpris e,
and he was all s miles throughout the proces s . His pas s ion for helping the s chool
and s haring his knowledge of lands cape des ign was eas y to s ee.” After all was
s aid and done, the company had donated nearly $2,500 in time.
Ray’s s elfles s s upport and pas s ion for helping made the project a s ucces s . The
event had over 70 volunteers , who rais ed $5,000 in donations and engaged in a
variety of s chool improvements , including:
planting a new garden using native and loc ally adaptive plants while adding a 2’ gravel edge
to the building to prevent damage to the building foundation;
adding wood c hips to a playground;
helping students paint planter boxes with c onc epts of sustainability; and
providing loc ally grown food and refreshments from a loc al restaurant.

It was after the event, however, when Ray went above and beyond. When s everal
plants were not thriving s ix months later, Ray found and planted replacements .
Becaus e of his efforts , native Hawaiian plants are now flouris hing at Queen
Kaahumanu Elementary School. Thes e include pohinahina, llima papa, gardenia,
and ti leaves .
“His work was ins trumental in bringing to life our vis ion of a new native entry
garden for Queen Kaahumanu Elementary School,” s aid Parker. “I am s o proud
to hear that Raymond Higa will be featured as one of USGBC’s Above and Beyond
Volunteers .”
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What an outstanding example of volunteer c ommitment! Ray is an invaluable
member of the US GBC c ommunity.
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US GBC's volunteers are the best! Thanks for everything you've done, Ray. It is an
inspiration to us all!
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Congratulations Ray, PBR Hawaii and all the volunteers who helped make
Ka'ahumanu's garden & Green Apple Day of S ervic e a suc c ess!! The Hawaii
Department of Educ ation truly apprec iates your support!

Don't have an account? Create one

Leave a comment
You mus t be s igned in to leave a comment.
Email

Password

SIGN IN

Address
2101 L Street NW
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20037

Within the United States:
1-800-795-1747

Outside the United States:
1-202-742-3792

© 2012-2015 U.S. Green
Building Council

ABOUT

RESOURCES

ARTICLES

STORE

USGBC
LEED
Rating systems

Guide to LEED Certification
LEED Credit Library
LEED Online

Advocacy and policy
Center for Green Schools
Community

Apps
Education
Exams

Certification
LEED Green Associate
LEED AP
Education
Membership

Discover LEED
Credentials account
Education @USGBC

Education
Industry
International

Giving
Merchandise
Membership

Glossary
Help
Subscriptions
Resource Library

LEED
Media

Publications

Jobs
Press
Contact

DIRECTORY

POLICY

PARTNER SITES

Organizations
People
Projects

Legal
Terms
Privacy

Center for Green Schools
GRESB
Green Building Information Gateway
Green Business Certification Inc.
Green Home Guide

Trademark policy
PR Guidelines

Greenbuild International Conference and Expo
Green Apple
PEER
SITES
WELL

