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WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 12, 2013) –The Center for Green Schools at the U.S.
Green Building Council (USGBC) today releas ed its firs t “State of our Schools ”
report, highlighting the critical need to modernize s chool facilities to meet current
health, s afety and educational s tandards .
The report, featuring a foreword by former Pres ident Bill Clinton, s tates that
s chools are currently facing a $271 billion deferred maintenance bill jus t to bring
the buildings up to working order – approximately $5,450 per s tudent.
The las t comprehens ive report on America’s s chool facilities was conducted by
the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in 1995 and indicated that 15,000
U.S. s chools were circulating air that at the time was deemed unfit to breathe.
The USGBC report calls on the GAO to conduct an updated s urvey on the
condition of America's s chools in order to paint a more complete picture of the
s cale and s cope of today’s needs . The USGBC report als o es timates that the
cos t to both bring s chools into good repair and addres s modernization needs is
$542 billion over the next 10 years for Pre-K-12 s chool buildings .
"The places where our children learn matter. This report is a critical firs t s tep to
taking action and creating healthy, s us tainable s chool buildings ," s aid Rick
Fedrizzi, pres ident, CEO and founding chair, USGBC. "Schools are the backbone
of our communities , and it is unacceptable that we would allow any of our
children to s how up in clas s rooms that compromis e their ability to learn. We
mus t do more."
"Approximately 50 million s tudents attend the nearly 100,000 public elementary
and s econdary s chools in the United States . Many of thes e s chools barely meet
today's s tandards , yet it’s been an as tonis hing 18 years s ince the las t
comprehens ive s tudy on s chool conditions was conducted," s aid Rachel Gutter,
director, Center for Green Schools at USGBC. "We are confident Congres s will
take up the charge to commis s ion a new report on the s tate of educational
facilities acros s the country. We can’t continue to ignore a problem jus t becaus e
we don’t unders tand the extent of it."
The Center for Green Schools at USGBC is urging the GAO to commis s ion
another s urvey on the condition of America’s s chools , with s upport from 24
organizations , including the 21s t Century School Fund, the American Federation of
Teachers , the American Lung As s ociation, the National Education As s ociation
(NEA) and the National PTA, among others .
"Our job—as educators , as parents and as elected officials —is to remove
barriers s o that all s tudents can s ucceed," s aid NEA Pres ident Dennis Van
Roekel. "This means inves ting in the right priorities . Children need and des erve
s afe and healthy environments s o they can learn. It’s not more complicated than
that.”
Key rec ommendations from the report inc lude:
Expand the Common Core of Data (a set of ac ademic expec tations c ollec ted annually by the
National Center for Educ ation S tatistic s that define the knowledge and skills all students
should master by the end of eac h grade level) to inc lude sc hool level data on building age,
building siz e and site siz e.
Improve the c urrent fisc al reporting of sc hool distric t fac ility maintenanc e and operations
data to the National Center for Educ ation S tatistic s so that utility and maintenanc e

expenditures are c ollec ted separately.
Improve the c ollec tion of c apital outlay data from sc hool distric ts to inc lude identific ation of
the sourc e of c apital outlay funding and distinc tions between c apital outlay c ategories for
new c onstruc tion and for existing fac ilities.
Provide financ ial and tec hnic al assistanc e to states from the U.S . Department of Educ ation to
inc orporate fac ility data in their state longitudinal educ ation data systems.
Mandate a GAO fac ility c ondition survey take plac e every 10 years, with the next one
beginning immediately.

Pleas e vis it centerforgreens chools .org/s tateofs chools to download the full report.
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About the Center for Green Schools at USGBC
The Center for Green Schools at the U.S. Green Building Council is making s ure
every s tudent has the opportunity to attend a green s chool within this generation.
From kindergarten to college and beyond, the Center works directly with s taff,
teachers , faculty, s tudents , ambas s adors , elected officials and communities to
drive the trans formation of all s chools into s us tainable places to live and learn,
work and play. For more information, vis it centerforgreens chools .org, follow us
on Twitter at @mygreens chools , and like us on Facebook at
facebook.com/centerforgreens chools .
About U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is committed to a pros perous and
s us tainable future through cos t-efficient and energy-s aving green buildings .
USGBC works toward its mis s ion of market trans formation through its LEED
green building certification program, robus t educational offerings , a nationwide
network of chapters and affiliates , the annual Greenbuild International
Conference & Expo and advocacy in s upport of public policy that encourages and
enables green buildings and communities . For more information, vis it us gbc.org
and follow us on Twitter @USGBC, and Facebook at facebook.com/USGBC.
US GBC Artic les c an be ac c essed in the US GBC app for iOS or Android on your iPhone, iPad or
Android devic e.

