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Surrounding density and diverse uses
Possible 5 points
1 result inAll .
Glossary

Intent

To conserve land and protect farmland and wildlife habitat by encouraging development in areas with existing infrastructure. To promote walkability, and transportation efficiency and reduce vehicle distance
traveled. To improve public health by encouraging daily physical activity.

Requirements
Option 1. Surrounding density (2–3 points)

Locate on a site whose surrounding existing density within a ¼-mile [400-meter] radius of the project boundary meets the values in Table 1. Use either the “separate residential and nonresidential densities” or
the “combined density” values.
Table 1a. Points for average density within 1/4 mile of project site (IP units)

Combined
density

Separate residential and
nonresidential densities

Square feet per
acre of
buildable land

Residential
density
(DU/acre)

Points
BD&C
(except
Core
and
Shell)

Points Points
BD&C ID&C
(Core
and
Shell)

Nonresidential
density (FAR)

22,000

7

0.5

2

2

3

35,000

12

0.8

3

4

6

Table 1b. Points for average density within 400 meters of project site (SI units)

Combined
density

Separate residential and
nonresidential densities

Square meters
per hectare of
buildable land

Residential
density
(DU/hectare)

Points
BD&C
(except
Core
and
Shell)

Points Points
BD&C ID&C
(Core
and
Shell)

Nonresidential
density (FAR)

5,050

17.5

0.5

2

2

3

8,035

30

0.8

3

4

6

DU = dwelling unit; FAR = floor-area ratio.
Physical education spaces that are part of the project site, such as playing fields and associated buildings used during sporting events only (e.g., concession stands) and playgrounds with play equipment, are
excluded from the development density calculations.
AND/OR
Option 2. Diverse uses (1–2 points)

Construct or renovate a building or a space within a building such that the building’s main entrance is within a ½-mile (800-meter) walking distance of the main entrance of four to seven (1 point) or eight or more
(2 points) existing and publicly available diverse uses (listed in Appendix 1).
The following restrictions apply.
A use counts as only one type (e.g., a retail store may be counted only once even if it sells products in several categories).
No more than two uses in each use type may be counted (e.g. if five restaurants are within walking distance, only two may be counted).
The counted uses must represent at least three of the five categories, exclusive of the building’s primary use.
Appendix 1. Use types and categories

0 commentsLeave a comment
Leave a comment Don't have an account? Create one
You must be signed in to leave a comment.
Email
Password
SIGN IN

Address

2101 L Street NW
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20037

Within the United States:
1-800-795-1747

Outside the United States:
1-202-742-3792

© 2012-2015 U.S. Green Building Council

ABOUT
USGBC
LEED
Rating systems
Certification
LEED Green Associate
LEED AP
Education
Membership

Jobs
Press
Contact
RESOURCES
Guide to LEED Certification
LEED Credit Library
LEED Online
Discover LEED
Credentials account
Education @USGBC
Glossary
Help
Subscriptions
Resource Library
ARTICLES
Advocacy and policy
Center for Green Schools
Community
Education
Industry
International
LEED
Media
STORE
Apps
Education
Exams
Giving
Merchandise
Membership
Publications
DIRECTORY
Organizations
People
Projects
POLICY
Legal
Terms
Privacy
Trademark policy
PR Guidelines
PARTNER SITES
Center for Green Schools
GRESB
Green Building Information Gateway
Green Business Certification Inc.
Green Home Guide
Greenbuild International Conference and Expo
Green Apple
PEER
SITES
WELL

