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President Obama’s We Can’t Waitstrategy is all about leveraging Executive Branch opportunities the Administration can take - without Congressional
approval - to boost the economy, spur job creation and make America more competitive.
For the sake of all Americans, this We Can’t Wait ethos is something we share and strongly support, especially since green building sits at the nexus of
saving people money, saving energy and creating jobs.
For the second time in two years, the U.S. Green Building Council has convened a diverse group of 15 businesses and organizations to help develop a series
of green building policy recommendations that could be achieved via executive action.
Today, we are releasing that report, Better Buildings through Executive Action , and we hope the Obama Administration will take note and seriously consider
advancing these new recommendations.
In our first report that came out in April 2010, we identified nearly 80 potential actions in over 30 federal programs totaling $72 billion to enhance green
building in the commercial, residential, and multifamily sectors leveraging existing laws and programs.
That report seeded several initiatives that the White House and other agencies advanced over the past year and a half, including the Better Building
Initiative, the development of a green capital needs assessment, the $2 billion energy retrofit commitment, and the partnership between the Department of
Energy and the appraisal community.
The new report released today not only catalogs the many green building actions that the Obama Administration has already taken, but also articulates new
opportunities:
Releasing updated guidance on the use of Section 179D, the deduction for investment in energy efficient commercial buildings
Overcoming obstacles for building owners to capture aggregated data of tenant energy consumption in multi-tenant structures
Enhancing clarity for the appraisal industry on how to evaluate green buildings
Facilitating the use of widely recognized residential energy efficiency labels
Integrating building energy efficiency and sustainability into programs managed by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration
Better utilizing the Department of Defense’s procurement and research authorities to promote green buildings
Implementing all remaining cost-effective retrofits identified through audits carried out by federal agencies, using energy savings performance contracts (ESPCs) or other innovative
financing

We shouldn’t wait to save Americans $130 billion a year from retrofitting our grossly inefficient building stock. And we certainly shouldn’t wait to create more
than a million green building jobs that can never be outsourced.
Now is the time to take leadership positions, foster innovation and inspire others to work toward a sustainable future.
Now is the time for better buildings through executive action.
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