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For Cities to Walk the Walk, National Governments Need to Pave the Way
Published on 6 Dec 2012 Written by Maggie Comstock Posted in Advocacy and policy

While consensus in the COP18 negotiations has yet to be reached, most can agree that national governments cannot be solely responsible for addressing climate change. Local governments, the private
sector and individuals must each play a part in supporting and growing the green economy. However, one way national governments can easily step up to the plate is to remove policy barriers for subnational
actions on climate change.
Cities are uniquely positioned to address sustainability. Take an example from the built environment: it is under the jurisdiction of local governments to develop building codes and plan for urban development.
Many cities have the motivation and drive to implement innovative sustainability policies that leapfrog efforts happening nationally. While national governments may not intentionally develop policies to curb their
subnational governments, the reality is that sometimes lack of communication between levels of governments facilitates barriers to local actions on sustainability.
This evening, I participated in a Department of State panel at the U.S. Center on “Actions at the Local Level: Integrating Energy, Climate and Economic Development.” In both discussing USGBC’s activities to
enable local government policies on green buildings and learning from the other panelists, I am once again encouraged and inspired by local leadership on climate change around the world.
Despite some negativity around the negotiations and perceived lack of progress by national governments, we cannot resign ourselves to be victims of climate change. Instead we need to put local players on a
pedestal and encourage replication of these successes. It is sometimes forgotten that reaching agreement on global targets is only meaningful if they are implemented locally. Regardless of whether one’s
government is party to the Kyoto Protocol, cities are accepting the charge to pursue sustainability efforts, which is the only way we can address climate change. If we do not leave Doha with any breakthroughs
at the multinational level, it is imperative that the decisions of national governments at COP18 do not hinder the efforts of subnational governments.
10
Maggie Comstock made 10 contributions in the last 6 months

Maggie Comstock
Policy Analyst U.S. Green Building Council

0 commentsLeave a comment
Leave a comment Don't have an account? Create one
You must be signed in to leave a comment.
Email
Password
SIGN IN

Address

2101 L Street NW
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20037

Within the United States:
1-800-795-1747

Outside the United States:
1-202-742-3792

© 2012-2015 U.S. Green Building Council

ABOUT
Certification
Education
LEED Green Associate
USGBC
LEED
Membership
Jobs
Press
Contact
LEED AP
Rating systems
RESOURCES
LEED Credit Library
Resource Library
LEED Online

Education @USGBC
Discover LEED
Credentials account
Glossary
Help
Subscriptions
Guide to LEED Certification
DIRECTORY
Organizations
People
Projects
ARTICLES
Advocacy and policy
Center for Green Schools
Education
Industry
International
LEED
Media
Community
STORE
Apps
Education
Exams
Giving
Membership
Mechandise
Publications
POLICY
Terms
Privacy
Legal
Trademark policy
PARTNER SITES
SITES
Greenbuild International Conference and Expo
Green Building Information Gateway
Green Home Guide
Center for Green Schools
Green Apple
Green Building Certification Institute
GRESB
WELL
PEER

