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On Wednesday, I walked into our boardroom at USGBC for our Green Building & Human Health Summit and I got goose
bumps. Of the hundred or so folks in the room, many have been with us forever, long-time leaders in the green building
movement and I’m always humbled when I’m in their company.
But what got me so excited was the number of people in the room that I didn’t know, people who were part of the public health
community, from big universities, and from organizations we’ve rarely engaged with. And every person gave us two days of
intense focus on a subject that’s rapidly becoming a big focus in our work – green building and human health.
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Protecting and enhancing human health and well-being have been a big part of LEED from the beginning. It’s been embedded into LEED in different credits,
but it’s not been in the front seat of this vehicle we are driving. And it needs to be in the front seat in a big way.
This year marks the 20th anniversary of USGBC. We convened this group as one of our first big initiatives of this milestone anniversary year, not because we
didn’t care about this critical subject earlier, but because at this moment in time we are ready for this discussion. We are a grown-up organization now. We
have a voice in the market. We have some money in the bank. We are a successful NGO by a whole host of metrics. People take us seriously because of
what they have seen us accomplish with LEED. And they know that one of our best roles is to provide a big tent for making big change happen.
Another milestone this year will be launching LEEDv4, pending a successful ballot. In some significant ways it kicks up our ability to impact this subject. But
it’s just one more step in the right direction, not the final one. We’re working to find ways we can add health-centric metrics to commercial buildings and
spaces so we have real data to act on, and make that information widely available. We’ll also focus on residential buildings. We need to get to a point where
people want to green their home not just to do something positive for the planet, but because they know the choices they make in their home can enhance
their family’s health. That will be the biggest driver in the green building space in the next 20 years. We are looking forward to some very exciting things.
But we are far from the only ones out there doing important work in this arena. And part of our agenda for our summit was to bring together folks who could
benefit from knowing new colleagues. That can spawn new partnerships that will generate even more forward motion by developing new programs,
aggregating and sharing what we know, figuring out what we still need to know, and getting it done.
In fact one of our audacious goals is to have human health concerns attract entire new audiences to our green building movement, and thereby expand the
power of this amazing movement to advance this simple idea: that green, health and well-being are part of the same paradigm, and green, healthy places
are a human right.
And that’s something all of us can sign on for.
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