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http://www.majoracartergroup.com/
http://www.sustainthenine.org/
http://www.eviequity.com/‎
http://www.kingsleyassociation.org/‎
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“USGBC may have had a greater impact than any other single 
organization in the world on materials saved, toxins eliminated, 

greenhouse gases avoided and human health enhanced.” 
- Paul Hawken 
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How do you want to get involved? 

Help advance the movement by joining the campaign nationally or through your 

local USGBC Chapter.  

 

The USGBC Community-based Sustainability Campaign:  

 Raises awareness of green buildings & their benefits. 

 Engages with people and organizations to support the greening their 
facilities & community. 

 Collaborates with people, communities and partners to further our 
common ground mission. 

 

Let us know how you would like to contribute to advancing this effort.  We will 

ensure that you are connected in an appropriate way that matches your 

interests & skills with national and local needs. Complete the online volunteer 

interest form to get started!  

 

For more information, contact Ryan Snow at rsnow@usgbc.org. 

https://usgbc.wufoo.com/forms/outreach-engagement-campaign-sign-up/
https://usgbc.wufoo.com/forms/outreach-engagement-campaign-sign-up/
mailto:rsnow@usgbc.org
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file:///C:/Users/rsnow/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5DTJTRQG/www.noma.net
http://www.smartgrowth.org/nationalconversation/papers/Eley_The_Principles_of_Equitable_Development_Final.pdf
http://www.youthbuild.org/
http://www.seednetwork.com/
http://www.seednetwork.com/
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http://www.enterprisecommunity.com/
http://www.lisc.org/
http://insight.gbig.org/social-equity-in-the-built-environment
mailto:neighborhoods@usgbc.org
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http://www.usgbc.org/initiatives/events/ngg
mailto:neighborhoods@usgbc.org
http://www.usgbc.org/initiatives/grants/affordable-neighborhoods
mailto:cstudhalter@usgbc.org
https://www.yammer.com/usgbccommunitynetwork/uploaded_files/13645847
https://www.yammer.com/usgbccommunitynetwork/uploaded_files/13645786
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 

https://www.yammer.com/usgbccommunitynetwork/uploaded_files/13646092
http://www.usgbc.org/articles/wake-everybody-vignette-principles-equitable-development
http://www.usgbc.org/articles/wake-everybody-vignette-principles-equitable-development
http://www.usgbc.org/articles/building-better-detroit-one-block-time
http://www.usgbc.org/articles/we-rep-we-serve-we-lead
http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/buildingblocks.htm
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 

http://www.nrdc.org/cities/smartgrowth/leed.asp
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Facilitator & Panelist Biographies 

Arthur Johnson 
Arthur was born in the Nation’s Capital but his roots are 

in Ne w Orleans and date back to visits with his 

grandmother who lived in the Lower Ninth Ward on 

Fostall Street.   He grew up in Washington, DC, and 

earned undergraduate and graduate degrees from The 

George Washington University and the University of the 

District of Columbia, respectively. He relocated to New 

Orleans in 1999 where he has established himself as 

an accomplished fundraising professional and non-profit 

leader with a number of educational institutions and 

non-profit organizations. This has included work with Tulane and Xavier Universities 

and the New Orleans Public Schools. More recently, he has served as Regional Vice 

President for Major Gifts with the American Heart Association, Director for the Office of 

Development for Episcopal Community Services of Louisiana, and Chief Development 

Officer for Operation Reach. As CSED’s Executive Director, he is responsible for the 

day-to-day operations of the organization and works closely with staff and volunteers to 

advance CSED’s key initiatives focused on Food Security, the Natural Environment and 

the Built Environment. 
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Ernst Valery 
Mr. Ernst Valery is the founder and president of  Ernst 

Valery Investments Corp. (EVI).  He has extensive 

experience in affordable and market rate housing 

development and investment, including providing due 

diligence capabilities and extensive skills in budget 

planning, design development, marketing, and the 

supervision and guidance of contractors, architects and 

engineers. He is responsible for the securing and 

structuring of financing, including expertise in securing 

Historic and New Markets tax credits. 

He has successfully invested in and developed real estate in Maryland; Washington, 

D.C.; Pennsylvania; and New York. For the past 10 years, he has been involved with 

development projects ranging from multi-tenant rental properties, single-family 

renovations and condominium conversions. Mr. Ernst Valery is also a principal of EVI 

affiliate SA+A Development and shares overall responsibility for the day-to-day 

operations and execution of SA+A projects and relationships. 

Mr. Valery is also active in social entrepreneurship and volunteer work, including a 

collaboration with a team of professionals and graduates from the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology and Oxfam UK to address housing finance needs in Port-Au-

Prince, Haiti, as well as efforts at incubating businesses around the world that help 

alleviate poverty and increase the earning potential of low income individuals, families, 

and communities. 

Mr. Valery graduated from Columbia University’s Master of Science program in Real 

Estate Development in 2004. He also obtained a Master’s Degree in Policy Analysis 

and Public Administration and a Bachelor of Science degree in Urban and Regional 

Planning with a concentration in International Relations, both from Cornell University in 

2001 and 2000, respectively. 
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Fred W. Brown Jr.  
Fred Brown serves as the Associate Director of 

Program Development for the Kingsley Association, a 

non-profit organization whose mission is to inspire and 

promote our community growth as a physical anchor; 

social, wellness, and service program provider and 

thought leader.  The Kingsley has serving the 

community for over 120 years and is an anchor 

organization in the East of Pittsburgh PA. reaching over 

160,400 people annually.    

Mr. Brown’s current projects include; the development of the Imagine Larimer Software-

A Green/Sustainability web-based Technology program that allows community 

members to envision and develop a new sustainable/green community; the Urban 

Leadership Institute (1-II-II) -A grass roots community empowerment model that trains 

community residents in the green collar economy, focusing on weatherization, green 

technology, resource management, entrepreneurial development, and financial literacy, 

energy auditing. Retrofit design and NetZero house design; the Junior Urban 

Leadership Institute- A green technology and civic engagement program that trains 

urban youth in greening principles, civic engagement, conflict resolution, and workforce 

development skills. Co-Founder of the Omega Carter G. Woodson Leadership 

Academy- focusing on STEM teaching to urban youth through reverse engineering 

practices. 

Mr. Brown has worked in the non-profit arena and in the public education sector for over 

25 years; he has served in a variety of leadership capacities, including the roles as an 

Executive Director, Associate Director, supervisor, social worker, executive coach, 

consultant, conflict resolution and mediation specialist, coach and mentor roles.  Mr. 

Brown has continued to invest his time, energies, and expertise in assisting a variety of 

communities and organizations to develop new and innovative programs that seek to 

empower at-risk populations.  
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Kimberly Lewis 
As Senior Vice President, Kimberly works to integrate, 

diversify and globalize USGBC’s community of 

volunteers, chapters and emerging professionals from 

around the world. She is also the driving force behind 

USGBC’s events, including its annual Greenbuild 

International Conference and Expo, the world’s largest 

conference and expo dedicated to green building. 

Committed to healthy communities and equitable 

access to green building regardless of income level, 

Kimberly has been recognized with numerous awards. In April 2011, Kimberly received 

prestigious recognition as the White House Champion of Change for Clean Energy. 

Later that year, she was named the inaugural president of the Green Meetings Industry 

Council’s Greater Washington Area Chapter. 

Before joining USGBC in 2003, Kimberly worked as senior meeting & events manager 

of incentive and recognition at WorldCom Inc. She is a graduate of Hood College, 

where she received a Bachelor of Arts in Communications and Political Science.  
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Majora Carter 
Majora Carter is an internationally renowned urban 

revitalization strategy consultant, real estate developer, 

and Peabody Award winning broadcaster.  She is 

responsible for the creation & successful 

implementation of numerous green-infrastructure 

projects, policies, and job training & placement 

systems. 

After establishing several local and national 

organizations to carry on that work, she built on this 

foundation with innovative ventures and insights into urban economic developments 

designed to help move Americans out of poverty. 

Her long list of awards and honorary degrees include accolades from groups as diverse 

as Rupert Murdoch’s News Corporation, John Podesta’s Center for American Progress, 

Goldman Sachs, as well as a MacArthur “genius” Fellowship.  Her 2006 TED talk was 

one of the first 6 videos to launch their groundbreaking website. 

Majora embodies the American Dream. She has continually set new standards of 

excellence with projects in her South Bronx community, while expanding her reach 

nationally and internationally.  Her philanthropic pursuits and business interests have all 

pointed toward greater self-esteem and economic potential for low-income people 

everywhere. Follow her on twitter at @MajoraCarter and on facebook.com/majoracarter 
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Ryan Snow 
Leveraging the power and passion of the green building 

community, a network of 77 chapters and thousands of 

dedicated volunteers, Ryan and the Community 

Advancement team are developing new, exciting 

opportunities to inspire and engage diverse communities 

of people to revision their buildings and communities. 

Currently he is working with community development, 

service and faith-based organizations with the goal of 

transforming communities and people's lives for a better 

future. 

Previously, Ryan worked with USGBC's education programs – bringing a wealth of 

technical and institutional knowledge about continuing education design and delivery. 

Ryan came to USGBC from the Green Building Alliance in Pittsburgh and has worked 

on diverse green building projects - from Permacultural homesteads to the David L. 

Lawrence Convention Center. As a volunteer, he has served several nonprofit 

organizations, including USGBC at the local and national levels. 

Ryan is adjunct faculty for Chatham University’s Master of Landscape Architecture 

program where he teaches “Principles of Sustainability” and “Green Building Principles 

& LEED”. He holds an M.S. in Sustainable Systems with a focus on the Built 

Environment from Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania and a B.S. in Science and 

Technology Studies from Michigan State University's Lyman Briggs School. He is 

currently pursuing a Graduate Certificate in Real Estate from Drexel University.   
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Roundtable Discussion Notes - Unfiltered 

What is needed to truly support community-based sustainability in 

underserved communities? 

 Money 

 Better messaging 

 Local leadership 

 Build relationships 

 A lot of listening 

 Build a collective around a shared goal 

 Collective impact: Is there a common language? 

 Empower the community 

 Solve the garbage problem 

 Make it personal: Hit home 

 Solve the garbage problem 

 Avoid displacement: Build the community 

 Effective engagement process: Measurement 

 Engage local faith communities 

 Energy retrofit of homes 

 Improve infrastructure - Green infrastructure 

 Ensure access to: Green space, Quality food, Green schools 

 Engage the community in a substantial conversation: Empowered to decide the 

direction 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Training/resources to interact with community leaders 

 Local government that: Is willing to listen and work directly with communities 

 Change the conversation. Get politicians and community leaders to get past 

positions and into solving problems 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Work with the younger generation for ideas 
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 Talk to the pastor and barber to find out what is happening 

 Get beyond the pastor and barber to get to the truly underserved 

 Community engagement toolkit: Find best examples 

 Governance: Bring in the right stakeholders 

 Case studies/exemplars 

 How do you make the local process systemic: Transparency and accountability in 

the process 

 Consider all forms of community-location, identity, etc 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Understanding priorities of community 

 Engagement directed to small, intimate groups 

 Goal= concrete feedback 

 Relevant definition of assets 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Bank ability of high risk deals 

 Understanding how sustainable language translates as a value proposition in 

community - E.g. live near work 

 Talk about value and savings on micro  level 

 Food security 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Enabling policies - Advocacy 

 Education on development process 

 Resources to bring high skilled developers  to underserved communities - Make 

it attractive 

 Green schools= green curriculum 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Advocacy on core curriculum changes to include sustainability. Specific youth 

engagement strategy and focus 

 Financing: Innovative, market based solutions 

 Credit enhancement tools: Loan guarantees 

 Advocacy: Incentivizing  
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 Anticipating paradigm shift=> Value in U.C. (underserved communities?) 

 Finding accessible training and networking: Turnkey projects, Toolkits, Sharing 

 Marketing the opportunities and awareness 

 Careful branding vs. disintegrated discussions 

 Examples started by community organizations 

 Key partnerships 

 Leading by example 

 Understand needs from the community 

 Community mapping (Oakland group): Specificity and boots on the ground 

 Growing leaders in communities 

 Partner with community colleges/universities for training/expertise resource 

 Mentors and public forums 

 Collaborations of Community activists and leaders, Policy makers, 

Environmentalists 

 Marketing 

 Green economy and job opportunities 

 Awareness of connection to sustainability/economy/society 

 Blue/Green alliance (partnership), unions 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Empowerment 

 Home ownership for economic empowerment 

 Energy cost savings as incentive for engagement 

 Public/private partnerships and work by community members - Driven by 

neighborhood 

 Public/non-profit project partnerships 

 USGBC chapter partnerships to bring in diverse funding 

 NAACP=> environmental justice focus 

 Inspirational leaders and good diversified press - Multiple trusted sources 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Identify concerns and data that can help focus the strategy 

 Include all stakeholders from the targeted community 
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 Engagement across neighborhoods: Replication; Responsibility to share 

knowledge 

 Education/communication 

 Behavioral change 

 Having the players/right people involved: NGOs, City groups, Advocate within 

community 

 Money, not tax incentives 

 Social justice: Build trust and relationships 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Don’t start with $: Need social politics, Different types of capital, The most 

important thing is our social capital 

 Start with social capital to give us capacity to be proactive not reactive 

 Quote Meg Wheatly: “There is no force that can stop the community once the 

community has decided what its passionate about.” 

 History 

 Property owners 

 Outreach 

 Celebrating low hanging fruit accomplishments 

 The Green Impact Zone- Bob Berkebile 

 Reclaiming neighborhoods 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Awareness of Environment, Other ways, Natural environment/health 

 Protecting environment=protecting yourself 

 How do we overshadow what is out there with sustainable presence? Example: 

visible such as solar power on sidewalks 

 Outreach- Mentors to travel and spread word 

 Community service projects with 

 USGBC active in the neighborhood 

 Another approach: “don’t run from the queen” 

 Find areas, chances to expand USGBC/sustainability into the community. Give 

power to the community 
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 Tie green economy to economic independence 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Helping entrepreneurs/job seekers to connect to sustainability to develop a 

successful business 

 Employment strategies tied to sustainability 

 There are many shades of green- Everyone belongs at the table so find the place 

to start 

 Identify and empower champions within community 

 Bring help and awareness to the community 

 Connect the dots-many leaders are ready 

 Important to have diversity in the leadership- Make those that want to represent 

the community feel welcome at USGBC and chapters; Its all about the network 

 Its uncomfortable to be the only person of color in the room to ask about 

diversity. Racial and economic at the national USGBC level 

 USGBC make social issues on top of triple bottom line when making decisions of 

committee/board inclusion 

 How do we develop neighborhoods with ### that keeps improved areas 

affordable? 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Education 

 General background 

 State regulatory environment 

 Design process 

 Listening 

 Investment- deep vs. superficial 

 Patience/long-term view 

 Accepting situations where help is needed 

 Identification of institutional/community anchors 

 Legitimacy and recognition of what is already happening 

 Government/neighborhoods relationship 

 Being a connector 
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 Outreach to existing organizations doing the work 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Support for grassroots? 

 Two-way communication: Power structures, realistic approach and transparent; 

“USGBC let hair down” 

 Community relationship building. Allowing community to direct needs and 

institutional relationship development. Listen to the community and understand 

how it works 

 Some chapters need help understanding how to find the “community, especially 

the underserved 

 Resources from public and private investment, especially for resiliency  

…………………………………………………………. 

 Equitable investment from cities; empowering community to document and 

present information about inequity to decision makers 

 Informed influence and case studies 

 Creating a forum to help community to speak with themselves - Within 

community 

 Don’t assume community members are not aware of their needs -  Advocacy and 

education may be the missing piece 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Making sure objectives for outreach and advocacy are adequately funded 

 Knowing when to apply a rating system (e.g. LEED) to address a problem vs 

when it should be a learning tool or not relevant for financial or other barriers 

initially 

 Direct advocacy work and training is critical  

 Engaging the business community is critical  

…………………………………………………………. 

 Don’t rely on USGBC for grassroots training. Rely on local partners to create a 

successful direct advocacy campaign 

 The leaders of chapters should consider ways to engage the community more 

broadly 
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 The chapter leadership was previously community from a specific professional 

community 

 Bylaws could be updated 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Sharing successful models and really finding ways to leave communities with 

meaningful outcomes and tools 

 Cannot build a movement around tool (i.e. LEED). It needs to be built around a 

mission and vision  

 Do we get funding into grassroots-level organizations? 

 Like workshops rather than training one person. There are more people to carry 

the torch 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Cannot build a movement around tool (i.e. LEED) 

 Helping communities to challenge assumptions: Basic ones- about sustainability 

and its affordability 

 Zero-interest or low-interest financing 

 Barriers for specific type of organizations who need funding but have restrictions 

as recipient of subsidized funding 

 Education 

 Defining values/care 

 Transferring appeal to neighborhoods 

 Indicate immediate needs can be met through sustainability 

 Energy/costs awareness $$$ 

 Involve children earlier 

 Move personal projects to neighborhood initiatives 

 Take ownership in greening 

 Build community champions 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Meet people where they are 

 Grassroots approach 

 Have to look at economic and social, too 
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 “Experts” learning from the community. Ask questions/listen to the needs of the 

community 

 Resource assessment (what already exists?) 

 Long-term behavior change 

 Basic services 

 Assess needs continuously as they evolve 

 Continuous support 

 Respect/empathy for partners/communities 

…………………………………………………………. 

 True partnerships (public and private) 

 Education 

 Tools for community engagement 

 Vertical integration within community 

 Addressing prejudice 

 Understand cultural meaning of sustainability for different people 

 Community buy-in/participation 

 Funding 

 Volunteers/champions 

 Policy (addressing governments and community) 

…………………………………………………………. 

 A translation of language (nomenclature) - disconnected 

 Social equity and development 

 “Sustainability”: What does it mean to communities? Green is old and off-putting - 

“White” issues 

 Engagement with full communities and challenges that exist 

 LISTEN: Culture, values, and place 

 Definitions (developer, CM, etc): Doesn’t respect and value communities 

 Value issue 

 Conversation started in 2004; Just now getting to communities 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Conversations about future and future of children 
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 Money - Asset and valuation. Needed post natural and socio-economic disasters 

 Equal representation at the table: Must be talking to people in the community. 

Different engagement strategies needed. Various dialogues to include multi-

generational and diverse 

 Democracy: True democratic institutions at all levels; not just political. 

Sustainability is the 21st century completion of democracy  

…………………………………………………………. 

 Understanding and valuing knowledge of people in a place - Sense of place 

 Forum to share ideas 

 Marketplace: Keeping $ in the community. Capital flows in a democratic way 

 Looking back and learning. Moving forward thinking of next 7 generations 

 Volunteering without an agenda 

 Building capacity from within- training awareness 

 Teaching/communicating BEST PRACTICES 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Focus on people over building 

 Systems: Need better “musicians”. Educate people (include lunch!) 

 It’s all about first costs- Everything gets “VE’-ed out. Think about life cycle 

 More discussions about systems details like HVAC. Introduce people to their 

basements 

 People don’t know where their power comes from.  Empower people to take 

better care of systems. Maintenance 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Involve residents in early design process 

 Learn by doing. Example: build own rain barrels 

 G-PRO- Training program for commercial building maintenance staff 

 Disconnect between architects, owners, and residents. Should have similar 

goals. Need integrated design 

 Determine projects’ ‘energy’ budgets 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Sustainability at the planning stage. Support sustainable community planning 
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 Create “safe places” to gather.  Connect mentors and community. Community 

gathering space 

 We need voices from the community: We need to be with the voices. 

Translator/listening 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Opportunity agendas 

 Neighborhood groups 

 Choice neighborhoods: Job creation; Community farmer markets 

 Need to identify successful models for community engagement 

 What do communities get? 

 Youth at Greenbuild 

 How to connect folks that need the content/service to folks that can provide it? 

…………………………………………………………. 

 Messaging: Use terms that relate to the actual problem 

 Vision beyond needs/opportunities 

 Champion inside communities empowered with framework “vision, commitment, 

action” 

 Educate, introduce, and connect to existing resources in government programs 

and other organizations 

 Who is the audience: Reciprocity. Whatever/wherever the community is 

 Understand existing agencies to continue helping themselves with tools and 

access the USGBC can provide 

 Can’t make assumptions, especially because “trust matters” 

 Training related resources 

 Sometimes there are established networks and channels that exist- Must have 

internal track  

…………………………………………………………. 

REPORT OUT: 

 Two way communication 

 Elitists vice the rest, the rest talk, the the elitists need to listen 
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 Power structure relations:  USGBC needs to let their hair down and realize how 

others see them 

 A rush to resilience:  talk about relationships that already are in the community, 

strengthening 

 Be humble in their community  

 Listening:  instead of imposing something from outside 

 Need to understand the community itself 

 In the Boston area:  how do we get people to give money to support what we do, 

we need to communicate about local chapters 

 Is this about communities or is this about the USGBC? 

 Communities: public and private investment (resiliency: hardware and software); 

investing in libraries, schools, etc.  Make investments, Understand the influence 

structure 

 Push cities/communities to invest based on social equity and justice 

 Jacobs Center for Community Engagement - San Diego Area; from the 

community for the community 

 Pull the community together to talk about these issues, give them forum, 

 Counterpoint:  really need to have education and advocacy 

 Knew from the numbers it wouldn't work to do LEED certifications 

 If I am in a disadvantaged community, it doesn't matter if its LEED or not.  It 

matters if they see the benefit 

 Doing a development on the waterfront, how do you get the money to involve the  

 Trying to cram things into the LEED box isn't helpful 

 Needs to include business, community, social, etc. 

 One notion is the notion of advocacy, needs to have support to not have it 

become neglected 

 How to present 

 How to do the soft skills 

 The Elite's efforts would be lifted by this ground swell of support for this 

 With 77 chapters, we can do a lot 
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 The national USGBC can't really do it at the community level, this is what 

Chapter can do this, if it can be done 

 Rely on environmental justice partnership 

 needs to be a priority for USGBC 

 Chapter board members need to rep the community  

 Bylaws issues with requiring the board members need to be a from corps that are 

national members 

 Student chapters as opportunities to do this engagement 

 Barn raising efforts, teach the skills, could be a model ot follow 

 501c3, 501c6 look at the difference 

 GAP - Green Assistance Program 

 Can't build a community around a tool, can build it around a mission! 

 Missionary/Community Organizer support grant/model to aid communities that 

coming  

 Perhaps training workshops is a better idea, to pass the skills along: 

Weatherization - its teaching people 

 Upfront grants can help them get over the hump of the initial cost 

 Community based micro grants 

  Budget billing doesn't enable you to use energy opportunity grants 
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Popcorn round one: What tools and resources exist to support 

community-based sustainability? 

 Online tool called SEED evaluator 

 USGBC board has a mentoring program 

 A person as a Human resource for this, leaders in the community 

 Enterprise Green Communities: planning grants 

 Communities have specific leaders that need to work with 

 Youthbuild USA  has 273 programs across the nation developing young leaders 

and capacity – connect with a local program  

 USGBC volunteer network: ears to listen, hands to help, hearts 

 Energy Star Portfolio manager: free online tool  helps understand cost per square 

foot of energy 

 Teenagers: Not just community leaders – also the teenagers in communities – 

have a lot to offer – energy and intelligence. 

 Neighborworks America: a Training institute – 4 events every year – also do 

community-based trainings – have 25 courses in online catalog. Also have 

community leadership institute annually  - bringing members and people in their 

communities together in workshops, and fund action plans  

 Strong neighborhood orgs, Strive in the NYC: green jobs, advisory council – 

curriculum to develop work related green skills in community youth 

 ECOdistricts, green neighborhoods program - 2 year pilot program for 

neighborhoods – looking for 2-3 existing low income neighborhood – applications 

accepted 

 Community Block Development grants in many communities – influence leaders 

 Faith-based organizations – local/regional. Talk to pastors in churches – 

Methodists are really good at putting together work crews – UMC  

 Environmental Professionals of Color: Engagement with marginalized groups 

with professional orgs -  Environmental Professionals of Color – networking and 

leadership events  

 Walkscore.com – tool for community leaders to see how their communities are 

rated – what exists, what is available  
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 Energy ambassadors – started by Plains Justice – great plains region – Iowa, 

South Dakota, Nebraska – Work with you – utilities fund energy ambassadors  

 Sports  in a major metropolitan area – work with major sports teams – Green 

Sports Alliance – Go Green Philadelphia Eagles 

 Public outreach for projects: Most planning processes require some public 

outreach – embrace those requirements and see them as an opportunity to hear 

the needs of the community and be responsive 

 Unions: connected with large groups of workers doing innovative programs – 

training janitors on sustainable building operations, etc. – SEIU – good model 

 Architecture for Humanity:  international nonprofit; open architecture network - 

online resource and network around the world  

 GreenFaith organization – Greenfaith.org – across religious communities – lots of 

information to tie into these organizations  
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Popcorn round two: What should exist to propel community-based 

efforts further? 

 Ability to facilitate a discussion among the people and these resources to pull 

these together 

 Hot line: good to reach illiterate or non-tech-savvy communities 

 Need more resources to exist. Relates to how the relationships that this 

community has with underserved communities – Developing Trust! 

 Artists and opportunities for creative expression of healthy communities 

 Need more opportunities with ND and Ecodistricts – taking work to the  

neighborhood scale – being “their work” not “our work”. Need to enable things to 

be their work not our work (Cogden square example) 

 Where are the resources that are not monetary based? Need no-cost, low-cost – 

not financing 

 Bring them to Greenbuild – Get more of the perspectives we’re trying to engage 

 Support and mentorship for indigenous leaders in the community – maintain their 

energy 

 Community based land-banking opportunities be created – financial resources to 

take them to scale  

 Volunteers 

 Great examples of communities that have pulled together and created interesting 

groups – governance around what we’re doing for communities – case-studies to 

develop  - need to get case-studies out in the hands of many – decentralized 

structure 

 Need to be able to move goods and services without monetary contributions 

 Not sick and tired of being sick and tired, we are ready to work! 

 Bringing you to my community – we are working hand in hand – in partnership – 

to move community forward – a community has a voice – how can USGBC and 

Greenbuild help maximize the potential for a piece of land and be greenest 

 Economic justice – need the money 

 Develop marketplaces that can move goods and services without financial capital 

when credit is tight 
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 Bring people from these communities to Greenbuild! Get more representation 

and invite them into the community. 

 Businesses and grocery stores – service providers they need – to come into the 

neighborhood  

 Get service providers to take a risk on these communities 

 Need to consider a 2 generation approach – design a building to address adults 

and next generation directly 

 Case studies 

 Need an index of success indicators/performance measurements: Need an index 

of performance measurements – show a community quantifiably the success 

they need 

 Tools and education to bring these performance measurements to USGBC and 

their community  - break down prejudices in the community 

 Have awareness about what’s going on – not everyone is aware of the changes 

that are happening in the neighborhood  

 Need good stories – of what we’ve been able to do that excite people and inspire 

them – yes you can do this and you can meet your goals in your community. 

Maybe at schools or public places.  

 Communities benefit from 2 pronged approach – funding for education for adults 

– understand why it matters – make it real and relevant for them at the family 

level 

 Education for adults & Programs for the children: need education for the children 

– bring it home and have support for their new information  

 Need incentives – integrate people with incentives in more power 

 Need to have people own the property, so that they are invested in their 

community 

 Need to avoid gentrification, so it needs to be cross generational 

 Need to look beyond economic growth and development, need to look at safety,  

health, schools 

 Need to understand that people want what is best for their children, engage the 

youth.  If a key is making a link with recreation with sports, we need to do that 
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 Gender-based programs are often very successful – women are leaders – long-

term thinkers in their communities 

 Need patience and perseverance – running into roadblocks – have support from 

political figures and patience to adjust to new programs and paradigms  

 Political figure support, and willingness to be patient 

 Partners to invest in these communities: Use tax credits or something similar to 

get businesses to partner and invest in low-income communities  

 Concentrate less on the buildings and more the on the building operators  

 Need more than just mentors, need money 
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Popcorn round three: How should USGBC and our network support 

these efforts? 

 Help chapter network connect in their own community – connect with national 

and local organizations in communities 

 A list or database of communities considered underserved – USGBC have a 

targeted approach at outreach 

 Make this an annual event – focus on sessions for training – make sure there is 

plenty of scholarship money 

 Instead of “we” and “they” – those of us who live in a particular place 

 Increase the presence of USGBC in the region – Midwest – Indiana – 

Indianapolis  

 By investing in young emerging professionals 

 Raising awareness in low-income communities 

 Not a lot of people from underserved communities in this conversation – some 

don’t know to come to this community – make it easier for those from 

communities to interact with this conversation  

 Input for higher-ups at USGBC to see the possibilities in neighborhoods – for 

partnership for better communities – 

 Include minorities in groups to hear from different perspectives 

 Listen to, & discourage stereotypes 

 Issues talked about today aren’t on the radar in local chapters – reconsider how 

to put together local chapter boards – reconsider membership as a requirement 

 Connect Youthbuild affiliates with local USGBC chapter 

 We spend money on things that we love – put our money where our mouth is – 

budget line item for this work at USGBC 

 Keep scholarship program going – grow as much as possible  

 Think about branding and our face to the world – and our language 

 To get to underserved communities for people who don’t know what green 

building is – think about the language and branding that you use  

 People trying to break into this community – breaking the technical details down 

to them and helping to understand better 
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 Make USGBC inviting to those communities – branding, photos – to actually do a 

van tour to different communities – to connect with communities with people from 

National and Chapters 

 USGBC to lead with LEED less, and lead with stories of other people more – 

understand how powerful the work is on the ground  

 Issue of social justice – important movement in our history – issue of affordable 

housing is another revolution facing our time – how do we become a voice of 

social justice – it’s more than land, it’s an issue of space 

 Free air act – building affordable housing on top of public buildings 

 Create short and midterm fellowships – people moving from community and 

community to increase resources in communities – USGBC could provide 

fellowships to create linkages and fill in the gaps  

 The network of 77 chapters is 77 different messages – various messages to be 

conveyed to people in various communities – not one voice- not a single 

message to convey universally 

 Set up grant programs to support people instead of buildings – building on the 

comment of the line item 
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